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Victoria’s Kensington

TRAILFINDERS

Travel Clinic

Travel vaccinations and health advice from
the Travel Experts right on your doorstep...
• Conveniently located within Trailfinders Travel Centre at
194 Kensington High Street
• Free consultations and competitive prices
• Walk in service – no appointment necessary
• Extensive range of travel vaccines including flu vaccine
• Doctor led clinic with highly qualified staff
• Travel goods shop for all your travel essentials
• Open: Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm

Book your travel with Trailfinders and receive
a 20% discount on vaccinations
Use Trailfinders for all your travel needs...

TRAILFINDERS Travel Clinic

194 Kensington High Street

No appointment necessary!
For more information call
020 7938 3999
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Photo: INVESTEC Opera Holland Park/The Royal Ballet School

AN EVENING TO REMEMBER
PRE-THEATRE DINNER AT BRUNELLO BAR AND RESTAURANT
AND TICKETS TO INVESTEC OPERA HOLLAND PARK PERFORMANCES
This summer, enjoy a two or three course pre-theatre dinner before experiencing
the unique voices of INVESTEC Opera Holland Park.
Available performances:
Manon Lescaut, Puccini | 22nd or 15th June 2019 at 7:30pm
Un Ballo in Maschera, Verdi |29th June 2019 at 7:30pm
The Royal Ballet School | 6th July 2019 at 7pm
Double Bill: Il Segretto di Susanna, Wolf-Ferrari & Iolanta, Tchaikovski | 3rd August 2019 at 7:30pm
2 COURSES & TICKET: £115 PER PERSON
3 COURSES & TICKET: £120 PER PERSON

FOR RESERVATIONS AND MORE INFORMATION
+44 (0) 207 368 5742
brunellolondon@baglionihotels.com

Price includes VAT at the prevailing rate and excludes 12.5% discretionary service charge.
BAGLIONI HOTEL LONDON
60 Hyde Park Gate
London, SW7 5BB, UK
Tel. +44 207 368 5800
www.baglionihotels.com/london

Kensington Magazine - June 2019.indd 1

Share with us

#BaglioniLondon #BaglioniHotels
#BrunelloLondon #LuxuryHotels

22/05/2019 10:23:56

3

This is an exciting month as we have lots to celebrate; the Anniversary of the birth of Queen
Victoria (two new exhibitions at Kensington Palace), the Kensington & Chelsea Arts Festival
and the first ‘Great Exhibition Road Festival’ - a collaboration by 19 institutions from across the
borough, celebrating the arts and science in the spirit of the Great Exhibition of 1851; from
drones to design, workshops, talks and performances. Other major exhibitions in Kensington
are the Stanley Kubrik Exhibition at the Design Museum and This is Manga - the Art of Naoki
Urasawa at Japan House - residents of W8 will be the most informed in the country!
We hope you enjoy our second ‘cultural’ edition of the year, Lucy
Front Cover: Painting of Queen Victoria as a child by Martin Archer Shee (1769-1850) by kind permission of
RBKC
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Lucy Elliott, Editor
Read by 34,500 residents and businesses
each month. The magazine is also available
at WholeFoods, Sainsbury’s Local, RBKC
Library, Boots, Waterstones, Virgin, Marks
& Spencers, St Mary Abbots, St George’s
Church, St Philips Church, The Royal Garden
Hotel, The Milestone Hotel, Peter Jones
in Sloane Square and many other smaller
outlets in W8.
Whilst every care has been taken to ensure that the data
in this publication is accurate, neither the publisher nor
the editor, not its editorial contributors can accept, and
hereby disclaim, any liability to any party for omissions
resulting from negligence, accident or any other cause.
All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that
permission has been given for us in this publication. The
Kensington Magazine Ltd does not officially endorse any
advertising material included within this publication.
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced, without prior permission of The Kensington
Magazine Ltd.

Hawkesdown House School

&

The Walnut Tree
Nursery
For boys & girls
from 2 years

OPEN MORNING
Thursday 6th June 2019, 9.15 am or 10.15 am.
Please telephone the School to register for a place.

27 Edge Street, Kensington, London W8 7PN
Telephone: 0207 727 9090 Email: admin@hawkesdown.co.uk
www.hawkesdown.co.uk
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The History of Queen Victoria’s Statue in Kensington Gardens
By Sarah Goldsmith
The year 1887 marked the Golden Jubilee
of Queen Victoria who was 68 at the time.
The Kensington Golden Jubilee Executive
Committee, formed to commemorate the
Jubilee in Kensington, created a contest to
commission a sculpture of Queen Victoria to
be placed in Kensington. At first her fourth
daughter and sixth child, Princess Louise,
Duchess of Argyll, an accomplished artist in
her own right, did not submit any models
to the competition, as she did not think it
fair. However, the artist Sir Lawrence AlmaTadema, came to her studio in Kensington
Palace a few days before the contest and
asked why she hadn’t submitted an entry.
When she answered that she didn’t think
it appropriate, he pushed her, and with
his encouragement, and with two days to
spare, she made a small model to submit.
To her surprise, the panel of judges chose
her very last-minute entry, with the
submission being anonymous until chosen.
The winning entry, as does its resulting
statue, depicts a young Queen Victoria in
her coronation robes. In 1893, the statue
was unveiled to great acclaim, but the press
attributed the statue to Princess Louise’s
tutor, Sir Edgar Boehm. This claim was
refuted by friends of Princess Louise and
Boehm himself, and history records Princess
Louise as the sole sculptor and designer.
The Committee placed the statue in front
of Kensington Palace, where Queen Victoria
was born and lived until her coronation.
The statue looks out over the park towards
the centre of London. Its placement was
also meaningful, and convenient, as both
Princess Louise’s studio and apartments
were in Kensington Palace, as she had
lived there since 1884. An unconventional
6

Queen Victoria’s Statue, designed by her
daughter, Princess Louise in 1893
(Image: Lucy Elliott)

royal, Princess Louise supported the
feminist movement and studied art under
Susan Durant in 1864, and then with Mary
Thornycroft from 1867. She also attended
what was then known as the National Art
Training School, now known as the Royal
College of Art, South Kensington, before her
marriage to the son of the Duke of Argyll in
1871.
In 1878, the Marquess of Lorne was
appointed to his post in Canada, and he
and Princess Louise spent the next six
years there. It was a time of exploration:
both Alberta, Canada and Lake Louise are
named for her. When they moved back to
England, Queen Victoria gave them the old
rooms of the Duke of Sussex and his wife
the Duchess of Inverness, where Princess
Louise remained for the rest of her life.
Working from her studio in the Palace, and
living in apartments in the Palace, Princess
Louise was sure to have seen almost daily
the statue she created of her mother,
memorialized as a queen with a grand
future as empress before her.

Celebrate C hristmas at the

Copthorne Tara Hotel London Kensington

FESTIVE
AFTERNOON TEA
Festive afternoon tea including a
complimentary glass of sparkling wine per person

£36.00
per tray, based
on two people
sharing

A selection of homemade sandwiches

PRIVATE PARTY NIGHT DINING
STARTERS
Winter vegetable & lentil soup with parmesan & olive crust
Wild game terrine with gherkin relish
Lemon & dill smoked salmon with orange cream & pickled cucumber

Fruit scones with Devonshire clotted cream, fruit preserves and
lemon curd

MAIN COURSE
Cranberry & onion turkey paupiette with traditional trimmings

Selection of seasonal pastries

Grilled salmon with seasonal greens & buttered crushed new potatoes
with dill cream sauce

A pot of tea chosen from our organic loose tea selection
15th November 2019 – 15th January 2020
Served daily between 2.30 – 5.00pm

Butternut squash and lentil Wellington with cauliflower couscous &
tomato sauce
DESSERTS
Christmas pudding with brandy sauce
Spiced chocolate ingot

From:

£54.00
per person

Cranberry & orange cheesecake
15th November 2019 – 15th January 2020

For reservations or more information, please contact our Christmas
Coordinator on 020 7872 2912 or email events.tara@millenniumhotels.com

www.millenniumhotels.com

World class nursing & care
in the comfort of your own home
One hour to 24 hour daily care,
plus live-in care
Our daily and live-in care enables our clients
to remain in their own home whilst being cared
for by professional and highly trained
Carers and Registered Nurses.

Established in 1996
For over 20 years Draycott Nursing & Care
has been recognised by doctors, consultants
and clients for exceptionally high professional
standards and 24/7 support.
Find out more at www.draycottnursing.co.uk
+44 (0) 20 7351 7171
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MEMOIR OF A SOMEBODY (circa 1850s)
By Nick Campailla

I hereby send a telegraph through the
continuum of space and time to present a
brisk portrait of my life during the early
years of Queen Victoria’s reign.
With my solicitor’s earnings I
acquired a house on the Holland Estate,
in Addison Road, where I dwell with my
wife, E----, our two daughters, cook and
maid. I engaged my first valet. The
1851 census informs that there are several
solicitors and barristers resident in the
area, together with merchants, annuitants
and fundholders: a reassuring, middleclass bulwark of like minds, I should hope.
Despite my profession’s fusty
reputation, I am a gay fellow, and
game: until it closed in 1849, I attended
sporadic performances at Kensington’s
only theatre, the ‘Royal Kent’, and
enjoyed the frisson of danger that this
rackety establishment provided; after the
resplendent Great Exhibition in 1851,
at which it was a side-show, I was much
taken with ‘Batty’s Hippodrome’ where
I marvelled at the French equestriennes
taking part in chariot races, and roared
with mirth at the monkeys’ steeplechase
and two young Arabs riding ostriches.
Pleased though I am with my affairs,
my silver linings have their clouds as
well. The notion of ‘paranoia’ has not yet
gained currency; in my day, it was said
of E---- that she ‘suffers with her nerves’.
Let me explain: the murder, in his bed,
of Lord William Russell in 1840, by his
valet has cast a long shadow. E---- is
adamant that my new valet is similarly
8

intentioned, having, she says, forged his
reference papers and come direct from
Jennings Buildings, a notorious rookery
in our midst that evokes the twin terrors
of crime and disease. After an outbreak
of cholera was traced to this location in
1849, E---- fled to Epsom to stay with
her sister. That was before the tenacious
physician John Snow proved in 1854
that cholera was spread not through an
‘airborne miasma’, but water.
When not busy amassing the
‘paraphernalia of gentility’, E---- is glued
fearfully to the police reports. In 1855,
the West London Observer obliges with
a section on Kensington, and Jennings
Buildings further obliges with a steady
source of perpetrators: Margaret Welch,
for stealing a large quantity of wearing
apparel from the Marquis of Granby
public house ‘under very impudent
circumstances’; Hannah Courtney for
putting five pieces of meat under her
shawl at Thomas Worley’s butcher’s shop
in Church Street.
Then comes hope: a philanthropic
initiative, so redolent of my era, to
found a ‘Ragged School’ near Jennings
Buildings, for which Her Majesty has
subscribed the sum of £25.00 and the
Duchess of Kent, £10.00.
I trust that future generations
have maintained our Victorian ideals
for moral and spiritual development,
and that my belief in the betterment
of human nature is not misplaced. Do
telegraph to tell me that is so.

DEBRA BUTTERFLY BALL
FEATURING CELEBRITY CHEFS
14 JUNE 2019 • ROYAL GARDEN HOTEL, KENSINGTON • 19:00
Supported by stellar chefs:
Jason Atherton - Multi Michelin-starred chef and owner of 15 restaurants worldwide,
including Pollen Street Social, London
Pierre Koffmann - Renowned French Chef, one of a handful of UK based chefs to have been
awarded three Michelin-stars
Claire Clark MBE, MOGB - Multi award winning Pastry Chef, supported by Sarah
Crouchman, both Directors of Pretty Sweet
Steve Munkley - Executive Head Chef at The Royal Garden Hotel, Kensington
Champagne reception with canapés followed by a four course dinner with wine, prepared by
celebrity chefs, plus live music and dancing.
Speaker: inspirational Falklands War veteran and DEBRA President, Simon Weston CBE.

£195 PER PERSON • SEATED AT TABLES OF 10
Book now at www.debra.org.uk/butterflyball or contact the Events Team
events@debra.org.uk or 01344 771961

#FightEB
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A weekend of
art and culture
in West London

28–30
JUNE 2019
KCAW.CO.UK

#KCAW19
INFO@KCAW.CO.UK
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Kensington News I
June 2019 is evidently an historic month
- looking back as we are on the 200th
anniversary of the birth of Queen Victoria
at Kensington Palace. By all accounts an
overprotected childhood, devoid of friends
her own age and wandering around a
dark, and dilapidated Kensington Palace.
Alexandrina Victoria, known as Princess
Drina until she became Queen rarely left the
palace and indeed she had little knowledge
of her fate; she was 11 years old when she
learnt (more by accident than design) that
she was to become Queen. To which it is
said, she acquited herself well and promised
to be a good Queen. Kensington Palace and
the V & A are holding a variety of exhibitions
examining various aspects of her life, as
child, queen and ruler of the empire (see
What’s On pages for more information).
Discover South Kensington have designed a
V&A Bicentenery Trail (information on page
28) so do take this opportunity to learn
more about one of our most important
rulers of Britannia.
Two exiting festivals are taking place this
month both over the wekeend of 28-30
June, so South Kensington & Kensington
will be abuzzing! The Kensington & Chelsea
Arts Weekend and the Great Exhibition Road
Festival. A wonderful weekend for everyone.

G

C

harity/church/residents’ groups/
societies’ news

Global conservation champions honoured
with ‘Whitley Awards’: Seven inspiring
conservation leaders were recognised by
Whitley Fund for Nature in May for their
work in protecting some of the world’s most
endangered wildlife and their habitats.
Charity Patron HRH The Princess Royal
presented the prestigious Whitley Awards,
worth £40,000 each in project funding, to
the winners during a ceremony at the Royal
Geographical Society, where films narrated
by charity Trustee, Sir David Attenborough,
premiered. The Awards are the culmination
of an international search to identify some
of the world’s most effective conservation
leaders. To learn about this year’s winners,
visit www.whitleyaward.org.

eneral News

In celebration of the 200th anniversary of
Queen Victoria’s birth, the Royal Garden
Hotel are pleased to introduce their new
Victorian Afternoon Tea. Based on Queen
Victoria’s recipes (and it has to be said,
somewhat eclectic taste), The Royal Garden
Hotel have taken inspiration from her own
12

red leather scrapbook. Replicated here
you can discover and experience her own
favorites such as the Cranberry Tart with
Chantilly Cream, an inspired Mini Bread
and Butter Pudding, indulge in a twist on
her traditional Sunday lunch with Curried
Chicken muffins and try a more indulgent
take on her Orange Jelly, which was popular
with the Queen when suffering from a
mystery sickness, to name a few! Please see
pg 17 for info and booking.

Cutting down of Trees in Holland Park
Avenue - your Action is needed! Local
residents and traders are joining forces in
a bid to stop Transport For London cutting
down vital trees on Holland Park Avenue
and Notting Hill Gate. TFL wants to remove
19 trees - including two mature London
plane trees - in order to build a cycle
superhighway running from Shepherd’s

Kensington News II
Bush to Notting Hill Gate. While many locals
support cycling, many oppose the idea of
cutting down trees in order to achieve it,
arguing that trees provide a vital barrier
against the relentless pollution which
already blights our busy streets. At a packed
meeting at St George’s Church, TFL failed
to explain how they would replace the
trees - despite promising to do so on their
website. They were also unaware that the
trees at Notting Hill Gate serve two vital
functions - as a barrier against pollution but
also as a wind-brake against the familiar
Notting Hill Gate wind tunnel effect. If TFL
goes ahead with its plans - and removes
every tree in the central reservation the
length of Notting Hill Gate - residents and
shopkeepers fear the area will be reduced to
a windy wasteland. More than 650 people
have already signed a petition organised by
local residents to try to save the trees. Many
signatories are cyclists who don’t want to
see trees cut down and prefer cycling on
less-polluted back-roads.
To sign the petition to Save the trees at
Notting Hill Gate and on Holland Park
Avenue: www.chng.it/KGrtDZMZPs
To comment on TFL’s scheme email them
directly on consultations@tfl.gov.uk
Dementia Art Exhibition celebrates Living
Well with Dementia: Stories of Spring
Residents from King’s Road, dementia
care home, Chelsea Court Place and
pensioners from the Royal Hospital Chelsea,
celebrated their first joint art exhibition at
Peter Jones. ‘Stories from Spring’ was an
exhibition based on a highly successful,
evidence-based dementia arts programme,
highlighting benefits that artistic output
can deliver in living well with dementia.
Memories surrounding happiness and

events in Spring, celebrated the friendships
between residents, pensioners and carers. It
showcased the talent, identity and style of
the artists with a tangible sense of pride and
confidence. The exhibition was also aimed
to riase awareness about dementia in the
community. Themes were based on fashion,
nature, city gardens, culture, weddings
and architecture. The artworks were
vibrant, thought-provoking and joyful. Art
workshops were held in conjunction with

Feeling Fashion, designed by participants
of ‘Stories from Spring’ workshops for those
with dementia
(Image courtesy of Chelsea Court Place)

Dementia Care Centre at UWL. James Cook,
Managing Director of Chelsea Court Place
endorsed the programme commenting it
had been a great success for their residents
with tangible improvements and positive
outcomes for many of the participants. It
is hoped to roll this programme out to
more care homes to adopt a creative arts
programme for dementia. The workshops
were led by illustrator and creative
educator Grace Holliday, who encouraged
participants to incorporate traditional skills
such as painting, drawing and mixed media
design.
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The Court of Young Queen Victoria at Kensington Palace
By Maria Perry with illustration by Charles Yorke
There were two Courts. One at Windsor
Castle, where King William IV and the
childless Queen Adelaide reigned and one
at Kensington Palace, where the Duchess of
Kent, mother of the Heiress to the Throne
held sway. The King grudged the Duchess
her influence. He felt she kept her daughter
from him. Expecting to become Regent,
if William died before Victoria was 18, the
Duchess took her daughter on triumphal
tours through the land. Things reached a
climax on the King’s 71st birthday.
The Duchess annexed a suite of 17 rooms set
aside for the King. At the end of his birthday
banquet, he delivered a formidable oration
before a hundred guests, hoping God would
spare his life for nine more months, so the
Princess would reach her 18th birthday and
he could hand over the royal authority to the
Heiress Presumptive, not to ‘a person now
near me, who is surrounded by evil advisers
and incompetent to act with authority.’ He
had been ‘insulted grossly by that person’ but
was ‘determined to endure it no longer.’ He
would have ‘that young lady know, that I am
King!’
The Duchess listened to the tirade, but
Princess Victoria burst into tears. The King’s
son, Adolphus Fitzclarence, told his father he
had gone too far. The Fitzclarences (all ten
of them) children of the King’s Mistress, the
actress Dora Jordan, were widely accepted,
but the Duchess of Kent considered their
illegitimacy a threat to her daughter’s purity.
Poor King Billy, sent to sea, aged twelve as
a midshipman, he shocked his sisters by his
blunt language and coarse manners.
On 24th May 1837 Victoria came of age. At
Kensington Palace a serenade was sung
beneath her windows at 6 am. Flags were
14

everywhere and a white silk banner was
emblazoned VICTORIA in pale blue. The day
ended with a ball at St James’s Palace.
On 30th June the King died. Messengers
sped to Kensington. Lord Melbourne, the
Prime Minister arrived at 9am to summon
a Privy Council. The young Queen entered
the room alone. Her uncles the Royal Dukes
kissed her hand, followed, one by one, by all
the councillors.
The next formality was the Proclamation in
the courtyard of St James’s Palace, starting
with a gun salute. Every window was
crammed with spectators as Garter King of
Arms announced the reign of Queen Victoria
Alexandrina. Packing took several weeks. The
Queen had lived all her life at Kensington.
Finally on 13th July the cavalcade set out,
with a Sovereign’s Escort, clattering through
the Park, as she went to take up her residence
at Buckingham Palace. The people of
Kensington wept to see her leave. ‘The Old
Court Suburb’ was no more.
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VICTORIA
DISCOVER THE REAL

MADE IN
KENSINGTON

Two revealing new exhibitions
open 24 May 2019 to celebrate
the 200th anniversary of Victoria’s
birth at Kensington Palace.

Book online to save
Members go free
Queensway
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High Street Kensington
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The Kensington Crossword
By Dave Saunders
Pit your wits against our Kensington-centric crossword. (Answers on page 29)

Across
1) Riders And _______, seller of accessories for equestrian activities, located at 8 Thackeray St, W8 (7)
2) _____ Garden, Japanese garden in Holland Park, W11 (5)
3) _____ Street Brasserie, oriental restaurant at the Millennium Gloucester Hotel, SW7 (5)
4) Apple-brand repair outlet at 55 Kensington High St (6)
5) Violet _____, Beauty Salon located at 1B Kensington Church Walk, W8 (5)
6) Cafe focused on egg dishes, located at 30 Uxbridge Street, W8 (8)
7) Jane _____ Party Cakes, store vending cakes and cookery equipment at 22-24 Cale St, SW3 (5)
8) ____ Ink, publishers located at 1 Alma Terrace, Kensington W8 (4)
9) ________ Gardens, residential cul-de-sac off Palace Gardens Terrace, W8 (10)
Down
1) ________ Square, residential mews off Addison Road, W8 (8)
7) ____ Cogan, late 1950s pop singer who lived at 44 Stafford Court, High St Kensington (4)
10) Above the ____, jewellers located at 3 Holland Street, W8 (4)
11) ________ Street, thoroughfare between Campden Hill Road and Jameson St, W8 (8)
12) ________ Campbell, leader of Kensington and Chelsea Council since July 2017 (9)
13) ____ Pentecostal Church, part of Kensington Temple, W11 (4)
14) Nam Long Le ______, Vietnamese restaurant at 159 Old Brompton Road, SW5 (6)
15) __________ Cafe, French eaterie at 22 Thackeray Street, W8 (12)
16) Beatrix ______, writer and illustrator born in Kensington in 1866 (6)
17) Da _____, restaurant at 6 Glendower Place, SW7 which closed in 2018 (5)
18
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We are
bringing you
an even
better store
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For more than 40 years, ‘the
Boots building’ has been part
of the Kensington skyline.
Now, a major redevelopment
of the building on 127A High
Street Kensington is under
way – and a superb new
flagship Boots store will be at
the centre of the new site.
Now, as part of a major redevelopment, a
new Boots store is set to open. The good
news is that, for the duration of the whole
project, the shop, pharmacy and opticians
will be open for business as usual- even if
they do move around a bit!
During the redevelopment of the building,
the Boots store will become temporarily
smaller as the retailer moves out of the first
floor and the back part of the ground floor.
There will be one main entrance to the shop
on High Street Kensington and the side
entrance to the store from the station side
and Wrights Lane will temporarily close.
The developers recognise how important
the walkway from the high street to the
station is due to its convenience and the
side entrance will reopen once the works
have been completed.
Boots Opticians will also move to the main
entrance of High Street Kensington Station
and will then move back once space has
been created in the refurbished Boots store.
The next phase of the project will see the
Cafe Nero on Wrights Lane demolished,
with Boots expanding further onto
the street. The store will also move its
pharmacy and healthcare section into a
refurbished and improved layout in the
basement, offering customers the current
broad range of healthcare services. The
basement will also increase in size so that

the refurbished store, once completed, will
be of a similar size to the current shop.
“Our pharmacy and healthcare sections are
at the heart of our store, which is why we’re
creating a modern, dedicated space for them
in the refurbished lower level of the shop.
Based on our current development timeline,
I’m really looking forward to throwing open
the doors to our new flagship destination
store in the autumn of 2020.”
Half of the ground floor on the other side
of the arcade will be let to a mix of small
shops, cafes and restaurants.

“

We’re investing in creating a
superb new store which will
represent the best of all the
things our customers love
about Boots.

”

- Michael McMillan,
Store Manager, Boots Kensington

Michael adds: “We expect the
refurbishment to take 18 months and our
store colleagues will be on hand to help all
our customers while the work is in progress.
“When completed, we’ll be offering lots of
exciting new brands and so I’m confident
that it will be worth the wait! We’re really
looking forward to welcoming our customers
to the Boots building for another 40 years.”
Based on the current plans, the new Boots
store at 127A Kensington High Street is
scheduled to open in Autumn 2020.

Opening times
Mon – Sat
Sunday

8.00am – 9.00pm
12:00am – 6.00pm
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Victorian Horticulture
By Benedict Bull
When reflecting on Victorian horticulture,
I am drawn to the centrality of its role in
society in terms of the contribution of
economic botany, plant collecting and
plant breeding. As twin disciplines in
the exploration, observation, collection,
documentation and cultivation of living plant
matter it was unprecedented. It was part of
an imperial urge, one part financial, industrial,
agricultural; the other conspicuous,
ornamental and costly. The dynamic role of
individuals in this story has excited me since I
was a teenager. The amazing boldness of the
men and women collecting and cultivating
and documenting plants on such a scale and
with such attention to detail.
The Victorian and Edwardian plant hunters,
botanists and nurserymen lived in a different
time with different technologies and
value systems. Look at the monumental
achievements that are the National History
Museum’s Herbaria, the Living Collections at
Kew, Edinburgh and Dublin. Consider the
remarkable private collections of plants and
arboreta, and the prodigious catalogues of
Victorian nurserymen, the ambition of the
Victorian botanists and horticulturalists.
However, so few of the plants they
encountered remain as viable populations
in their native habitat. Juniperus excelsa is
sliding out of existence on the Karakorum in
the high Indus valleys. From the perspective
of the plants, the last two hundred years is
a tiny fraction in its context of inhabiting in
phyto-geological time.
But what a reduction in diversity
and population numbers since the
Victorian horticulturalists first recorded
these populations for us? The facts in
Attenborough’s latest documentary on
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climate change, and the recent Extinction
Rebellion efforts to move the environmental
issue up the political agenda, the legacy
of Victorian horticulturalists and scientists
appears even more relevant.
The Victorians began systematic record
keeping and their plant hunting records tell
a story of changed zones of biodiversity and
density in plant growth so very similar to
the thermographic data that it is startling.
This modern process of demographic and
environmental change genuinely began
with the coal technologies of the Victorians,
and the iron and glass structures - the glass
houses, Wardian frames, hot houses that
pioneered horticultural adventure - the
steam ships and railways and furnaces that
fuelled it and the crates and sisal packaging
that allowed it to be shifted. That many
discoveries and diversity of Victorian
horticulture occurred simultaneously with
the sustained, consistent impoverishment of
the natural ecosystems and the advent of a
hegemony of monocropping is troubling.
More encouraging was the advent of ex
situ conservation and local ecosystem
rehabilitation still presents itself today. The
very beginning of the possibility of our larger
scale understanding of responsibility and
sustainability of the environment begins here
too and that is truly a modern legacy of the
Victorian botanical and horticultural pioneers.
After a lifetime in landscape conservation and
rehabilitation in Asia and Europe, I reflect is it
not now that we, as a mature and responsible
society, can genuinely conserve and develop
simultaneously and consensually. T his is
a gift, the discernment required to do it
hard fought and precious, the legacy of our
ongoing and diligent stewardship of the
plants we encounter.

Chelsea Flower Show 2019
By Lucy Elliott

Chelsea continues to astound us with gardens reflecting our social, economic and cultural
heritage; inspiration from across the world to childhood memories. What is hard to believe
whilst visting Chelsea this year, was that we were actually in the heart of London and not in Latin
America (Trailfinders, top), Japan (below left); Yorkshire (below right) or a charred woodland
wonder (bottom left). For more images please see www. blog.thekensingtonmagazine.com
(Images Lucy Elliott)
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Kensington Cultural Quarter: What’s On I
MEET THE NEW QUEEN VICTORIA at
KENSINGTON PALACE Til 2 June for Half
Term only. 11am-5pm Adult £17.50 Child
£8.70 Family concessions
Experience Queen Victoria’s life as a
teenager at Kensington Palace before she
becomes Queen and offer her your advice
as she embarks on this new chapter in her
life. www.hrp.org.uk

ANN ORAM RSW: “THE PAINTER’S YEAR”
4 – 21 June 2019
Renowned Scottish artist, Ann Oram RSW,
has created a hugely impactful selection
of artworks capturing the stunning
historical buildings of worship & vibrant
floral paintings, for her 2019 solo show at
Thackeray Gallery. 020 7937 5883
www.thackeraygallery.com

QUEEN VICTORIA: WOMAN AND the
crown at KENSINGTON PALACE
Open daily, included in admissions. Adult
£17.50 Child £8.70 Family concessions
Explore Queen Victoria’s private life behind
her carefully-managed public image.
The new display re-examines how she
balanced her role as a wife and mother with
that of Queen of an expanding empire.
www.hrp.org.uk

OPEN MORNING:
HAWKESDOWN HOUSE SCHOOL &
THE WALNUT TREE NURSERY
6 June 9.15 am or 10.15 am.
For boys & girls from 2 years
Please telephone the school to register
for a place to learn more about the school
and nursery: 0207 727 9090 or email
admin@hawkesdown.co.uk 27 Edge Street,
Kensington W8 7PN

FLOW YOGA IN HYDE PARK
3, 17 June 6:30pm-7:30pm £15 per session
This six week yoga programme, led by with
Avni Dhanani, a qualified yoga practitioner
specialising in Ashtanga and Vinyasa, will
be made up of physical practice as well as
meditation and breath work. Royal Parks
www.royalparks.org.uk

DESIGN FOR WILDLIFE:
‘HOW MANY ELEPHANTS’
6 June 6:30-10:00pm £25
Does African wildlife inspire and amaze you?
Do you want your children’s children to be
able to see wild elephants? Yes? Meet Holly
Budge, the founder of How Many Elephants,
whose mission is to stop the poaching
of African elephants. Royal Geographical
Society. www.rgs.org

OPERA INSIGHTS & HIGHLIGHTS
EVENING – MOZART’S DON GIOVANNI
3 June, 6.30pm. Tickets £45 or dinner with
performers £45. A Divas & Scholars event.
With Jonathan McGovern (Garsington)
& Mark Austin, conductor (Royal Opera
House). Discussion & recital. The dramatic
story of the notorious seducer - a tragicomedy with majestic music. Venue:
Layalina, Beauchamp Place, SW3. Contact
Lucy@divasandscholars.com 07880 640863.
www.divasandscholars.com
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CINDERELLA
6-16 June 2pm, 2:30pm, 7:30pm. Tickets
from £15
Christopher Wheeldon (Tony award-winning
choreographer and director for An American
in Paris) re-stages his sparkling production
of the classic Brothers Grimm fairy tale inthe-round with 90 dancers, a live orchestra,
and plenty of surprises. Royal Albert Hall
www.royalalberthall.com

Kensington Cultural Quarter: What’s On II
WALKING TOUR:
HIDDEN STORIES OF HYDE PARK
10 June 10:30-12pm Tickets £10
Explore the history of Hyde Park through the
decades, including the notorious criminals
that met their untimely end at the Tyburn
Tree, the inception of Speakers’ Corner and
the park’s instrumental role during WW1.
Royal Parks. www.royalparks.org.uk

MEET THE ARTIST:
ALESSANDRO DURINI DI MONZA
29 June 4:00pm. Special conversation with
London based photographer Alessandro
Durini Di Monza on his exhibition “From
Nature: Four Elements” in collaboration with
Jorge Welsh Works of Art for Kensington +
Chelsea Art Weekend. Register at
www.jorgewelsh.com

STORY TELLING & BOOK SIGNING WITH
NADINE KADAAN AT LEIGHTON HOUSE
22 June 2pm-3:30pm Children £3 Parents/
Guardians Free. Hear about a courageous
little boy growing up in a time of conflict in
a storytelling and art workshop with awardwining children’s author and illustrator
Nadine Kaadan. www.rbkc.gov.uk/museums

THIS IS MANGA - THE ART OF
NAOKI URASAWA AT JAPAN HOUSE
5 June - 28 July. Experience an immersive
encounter with this popular art form by the
internationally acclaimed artist.
www.japanhouselondon.uk

Kensington + Chelsea Art Weekend
28, 29 and 30 June
The festival returns to West London to shine
a spotlight on the area's unexpected and
unique cultural variety across hundreds of
venues. An exciting programme includes:
public art, talks, walking tours and themed
activities – showcasing the extraordinary
cross-section of art and culture throughout
RBKC. Also follow the Antiques Trail in
Kensington Church Street. For info
see kcaw.co.uk
CASS ART WORKSHOPS
28th & 29th June
Drawing and painting workshops for
everyone. Feel inspired? Visit the store
on Friday the 28th June for a special
shopping event from 7-8pm, where you’ll
find thousands of creative products from
the world’s best brands. Portobello Road,
Holland Park, and the 220 Kensington High
Street store. www.cassart.co.uk/artweekend

CULTIVATING KENSINGTON & CHELSEA
Plant Sales Olympia Kitchen Garden site
alternate Saturdays 11 - 1 (check web-site
for dates). Olympia Greenhouses every
Wednesday 10 - 12. For info visit: www.
cultivatingkandc.co.uk. Come along and
support this local food growing charity.
SOLO ORGAN RECITAL WITH RICHARD
ELLIOTT July 12th at 7:30 pm – Free
Richard Elliott, principle organist for the
Tabernacle Choir on Temple Square will
present a solo organ recital at Hyde Park
Chapel, 64-68 Exhibition Road, SW7 2PA
Contact Martin Cook 07799 265293
mcook@churchofjesuschrist.org
STANLEY KUBRICK: THE EXHIBITION
Til 15 September Adult £14.50 Child £7.25
One of the greatest filmmakers of the 20th
century, the exhibition will show you step
by step how Kubrick created genre defining
worlds for his films and relive iconic scenes
from films including The Shining and A
Clockwork Orange. designmuseum.org
25

South Kensington Cultural Quarter: What’s On I
MARY QUANT INSPIRED PATTERN
DESIGN
1 June 10-30am-4:30pm £74-£92
Learn the art of pattern design with
illustrator Rose Hill in this one-day workshop
inspired by our Mary Quant exhibition,
creating your own mood board, learn five
essential drawing techniques and much
more. V&A www.vam.ac.uk
POP-UP PERFORMANCE SPRING 2019
1, 8 & 15 June 11am-3:30pm Free All ages
Meet either Queen Victoria, Prince Albert
or Jim the dog and discover secrets and
surprises of the museum. Venue: V&A
www.vam.ac.uk
ROYAL COLLEGE OF MUSIC JUNIORS
TERESA CARREÑO PIANO COMPETITION
2 June 9am Free
Royal College of Music Junior Department
musicians perform in this competition final,
to decide who will be this year’s Teresa
Carreño Piano Competition winner.
Royal College of Music www.rcm.ac.uk
DUMBO
2 June 11:00-12:40pm Adult £5 Child £5
Dumbo isn’t your average circus performer.
Born with oversized ears that allow him
to fly, the young elephant has overcome
the taunts of his peers and the loss of his
mother to become the star attraction of the
struggling circus. Institut français
www.institut-francais.org.uk
DROP-IN DESIGN: SPRING 2019
2, 9, 16, 30 June Free 10:30am-5pm
From designing a parasol made from
meaningful objects to shell lace structures
inspired by nature, there is something for
everyone. Venue: V&A www.vam.ac.uk
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T(H)INKER CLUB 9-12 RE-IMAGINE
TECHNOLOGY AT INSTITUT FRANCAIS
8 June 2:30pm Child £9
Create your own design and devise
your own machine by using soft circuits
(electronics and paper), e-textile and
recycled materials. This is the perfect
workshop for young inventors to
experiment with sciences, technology,
design, arts & crafts. www.institut-francais.
org.uk
ESPORT 8+
12 June 5pm Adult £5 Child £5
While both UK and France women football
teams are sweating on the field, come and
shake your controllers to win our second
esport tournament. And because esport is
not just about FIFA, participants will fight
on archery platformer game TowerFall
Ascension. Venue: Institut français
www.institut-francais.org.uk
LIVE SCIENCE at THE SCIENCE MUSEUM
Til 16 June 11am-6pm – WednesdaysSundays Free
Live Science is an ongoing project in
which scientists carry out research in the
museum using visitors as volunteers. Take
part and find out more about yourself.
Nothing dangerous—just fun, interesting
experiments. www.sciencemuseum.org.uk
RCM BAROQUE ORCHESTRA
17 June 6:15pm
The RCM’s Amaryllis Fleming Concert Hall
is the last stop on a tour that has seen the
ensemble perform in Salzburg and Bremen,
with a programme that includes Handel.
Royal College of Music www.rcm.ac.uk

South Kensington Cultural Quarter: What’s On II
BAUHAUS SPIRIT at the GOETHE
INSTITUTE. 26 June 7pm £5. In the year
of the 100th anniversary of the legendary
Bauhaus art school, the film celebrates its
ideas, practices and people. A historical look
at a utopia, including contemporary projects
which prove that the Bauhaus spirit lives on.
www.goethe.de
TONY BENNETT at THE ALBERT HALL.
28-29 June 6pm Tickets from £49.88.
Legendary 19-time Grammy Award winner
Tony Bennett returns this June to celebrate
his 69th anniversary as a recording and
performing artist. www.royalalberthall.com
THE GREAT EXHIBITION ROAD FESTIVAL
28-30 June Register for Free
A unique collaboration by 19 Institutions
celebrating the arts and science in the spirit
of the Great Exhibition of 1851. From drones
to design, and from symphony orchestras
to brass bands, get stuck into a unique
programme of creative workshops, talks,
exhibitions and performances.
www.greatexhibitionroadfestival.co.uk
PETER AND THE WOLF
30 June 3:30pm
A thrilling afternoon as we meet a hero, a
duck and a wolf, in a fascinating story about
a boy called Peter. This screening of the
timeless animation will be accompanied by
Prokofiev’s indelible score, performed live by
the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra.
Royal Albert Hall www.royalalberthall.com
DAWNOSAURS AT THE NATURAL
HISTORY MUSEUM. 30 June Free 8am.
Dawnosaurs is a free event for children on
the autism spectrum to enjoy the Museum
with their families and siblings, free from the

hustle and bustle of the general public.
www.nhm.ac.uk
WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR
Til 30 June 19 Child £8-Adult £38-Family
£28-£38
Showcasing extraordinary animal behaviour
and the breath-taking diversity of life on
Earth. Explore the world’s best nature
photography, exhibited on 100 light
panels. Experience the changing face of
nature, uncover surprising and sometimes
challenging stories behind the photographs.
Natural History Museum www.nhm.ac.uk
SCIENCE MUSEUM LATES
Last Wednesday of every month
6:45pm-22pm Free ticket required 18+
Adults-only, after-hours theme nights that
take place in the museum. Each entry in
this hugely popular ongoing series of events
centres on a different theme. In June it will
be from sex to climate change
www.sciencemuseum.org.uk
PARALLEL LINES: SCULPTURE AND
DRAWING at ROYAL SOCIETY OF
SCULPTORS Til 13 July Free 11am-5pm
An exploration of the relationship between
sculpture and drawing, considering drawing
in its broadest sense. www.sculptors.org.uk
QUEEN VICTORIA & PRINCE ALBERT’S
BICENTENARY AT THE V&A
Til 1 September Free. Celebrate the 200th
anniversary of Queen Victoria and Prince
Albert’s births with a season of events
and displays, including a new addition to
our jewellery collection – Queen Victoria’s
stunning sapphire and diamond coronet,
now on display. www.vam.ac.uk
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Follow the Trail: Celebrating Victoria & Alberts’ Bicentenery
By Sarah Berresford of Discover South Kensington
To commemorate the 200th year since
Queen Victoria & Prince Albert’s birth we
have created a special trail for visitors to
South Kensington and Kensington. From
the Victoria & Albert Museum (V&A) to the
Royal Albert Hall, Queen Victoria & Prince
Albert’s influence can be seen everywhere.
The Victoria & Albert themed trail is perfect
for highlighting some sights you may not
have seen before and is a beautiful walk,
perfect for a sunny London day. It starts from
outside the V&A, stretches around Kensington
Gardens and ends in Hyde Park.
Starting with the Albert Memorial in
Kensington Gardens; in his hand, you
can see a copy of a programme from the
Great Exhibition 1851 and a copy of the
Coalbrookdale Gates at the end of the trail
which were designed straight after the
Exhibition in 1851 and displayed at the
Exhibition of 1862. The Great Exhibition
was a turning point in South Kensington’s
history. Under Prince Albert’s direction, the
profits from the Exhibition were used to buy
an 87 acre estate in South Kensington to
house new institutions that would further the
Commissions remit ‘to increase the means of
industrial education and extend the influence
of science and art upon productive industry’.
From there, came the South Kensington
Museum (which split into the V&A and
the Science Museum when the science
collections got too large), Natural History
Museum and the Imperial Institute. The Royal
College of Art, The Royal College of Music,
The Royal College of Chemistry and the Royal
School of Mines also found a home in South
Kensington soon after. Development in the
20th century saw Imperial College London
created. This estate became affectionately
known as “Albertopolis”. Queen Victoria
renamed the Central Hall of Arts and Sciences
to the Royal Albert Hall in his memory when
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she laid its foundation stone in 1867. In
May 1899, in what was to be her last public
ceremony, Queen Victoria laid the foundation
stone for the new buildings along Exhibition
Road and Cromwell Road. The occasion
also marked the changing of the Museum's
name to the Victoria and Albert Museum (the
queen had advocated The Albert Museum,
but changed her mind at the request of
the Duke of Devonshire). She herself is
immortalised in several statues in the area
that you can see on the Trail.
Kensington Palace is also opening two
special exhibitions on 24th May this year,
Queen Victoria’s day of birth, dedicated
to her – Victoria: A Royal Childhood and
Victoria: Woman and Crown. Victoria: A Royal
Childhood is a new permanent exhibition
which explores how an indulged young
princess blossomed into the independent
and iconic monarch we remember. Also
opening is Victoria: Woman and Crown,
which explores Queen Victoria’s private
life behind her carefully-managed public
image. The new display will re-examine
how she balanced her role as a wife and
mother with that of Queen of an expanding
empire. The V&A have several exhibitions:
The Victoria and Albert’s Museum opens
on 13th May and brings together objects
that the royal couple presented or lent to
the V&A. Early watercolours show Prince
Albert’s vision for South Kensington, the
museum in its first home of Marlborough
House, and designs for the South Kensington
Museum. Prince Albert: Science and Arts
on the Page examines Prince Albert’s
personal contributions to the library’s
collections during his lifetime, showing
books and photographs that have never
been assembled before. For more details see
www.discoversouthken.com/routes/victoriaalberts-bicentenary

Small Box Advertisements
The Kensington Magazine reaches 34,500 residents in Kensington each month. Why not advertise your business
here, for a total cost of £295.00 plus VAT for a three month period. Call us to find out more on 07921 558520

LEANER

Personal Training
HAIRSPACE at Annie Russell
1 Kensington Church Walk
London W8 4NB

Weight Management
Nutrition Coaching

020 7937 2150
toby@hairspacelondon.com

www.hairspacelondon.com

Service with a difference
WATCH, CLOCK AND JEWELLERY REPAIR
No charge for quotation
Collection and Delivery Service
By appointment only
Please contact Daphne Vaughan-Williams 07721 330700

Answers to Crossword, on page 18

www.leaner-uk.com

CHEF

Mature Chef of many years experience
seeks position cooking quality food
in a domestic setting.
Full or part time.
Discreet, courteous and reliable.

Email: ianrobinsonlewis@gmail.com

GALLERY 19 IS...
• Bespoke picture framing
• Architectural views of Kensington, London and Italy
• Original paintings, Limited Edition prints
and photographs
• Reproduction Maps
• Architectural models and bookends
• Hand-crafted Italian objects including calf-leather
journals, ceramics and wrought-iron work
• House portraits by private commission
1 9 k ensington c ourt p lace
l ondon w 8 5 bj
t elephone: 0 20 7 937 7 222
e m a il : i n fo@g al ler y19 . co m
w e b: g al l er y1 9. co m

Holland Park Computers
Home and small business IT support

On-site services for PCs, Laptops and Macs
Virus and spyware removal  Backup  Data recovery  Printer setup
Hardware and software upgrades Email configuration
Wireless networking Remote assistance  Phone support

020 8811 8812
www.hollandparkcomputers.com
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SAINT STEPHEN’S
FESTIVAL
of arts and faith

9 - 16 June 2019
WEDNESDAY JUNE 12 - 7.30pm
PETER O’HAGAN Piano
SCHUBERT
Sonata in A major, D. 664
Impromptu in F-minor, D. 935, no. 1
Impromptu in B-flat Major, D. 935, no. 3

by Stockhausen, Ligeti, Messiaen, and
commissioned works by British composers. Abroad,
he has given recitals at festivals of contemporary
music in Germany, Portugal and the USA, and in
2017 was Visiting Professor of Music at the State
University, Sao Paulo, Brazil.

CHOPIN
Ballade no. 4 in F-minor, Opus 52
Nocturne in G-minor, Opus 15, no. 3
Etudes from Opus 25
Peter O’Hagan has given numerous recitals
of contemporary music at London’s South Bank
Centre, Wigmore Hall and St John’s Smith Square.
Repertoire has included all three sonatas by Boulez,
major works

Publications include the co-edited Stravinsky
Encyclopedia (CUP. 2019), and he has recently
completed a monograph on Boulez’s Sur Incises
scheduled for publication by Contrechamps,
Geneva, in 2020.
TICKETS £10 ON THE DOOR

THURSDAY JUNE 13 - 7.30pm
SPREAD A LITTLE HAPPINESS
Join Freddie Tapner, conductor of the London Musical
Theatre Orchestra, as he takes you on a tour of songs from
the British musical stage. Accompanied by West End singers
Will Arundel! and Lucy Clough, he will be showcasing British
talent at its finest, from Gilbert and Sullivan to Lloyd Webber.
This evening is sure to delight and entertain, as well as throw
in a few surprises along the way ...
TICKETS £10
Tickets can be purchased online via WeGotTickets:
www.wegottickets.com/event/470717

Saint Stephen’s Church, Gloucester Road, London SW7 4RL
020 7370 3418 • www.saint-stephen.org.uk
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art exhibition
OPEN DAILY 10AM TILL END OF THE EVENING EVENT

David Cregeen

Toby Messer

Steve Edwards

Stanley Smithson

Mayumi hashi

Ian Pethers

Saint Stephen’s Church, Gloucester Road, London SW7 4RL
020 7370 3418 • www.saint-stephen.org.uk
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Holidays fit for a Royal...

Visit TRAILFINDERS Kensington today for a huge choice of
exceptional value luxury holidays – here are just a few of our favourites…
Trail of the Maharaja
14 nights from £2,399
Flights, private vehicle & driver,
private guides, 3H to 3H+ hotels,
daily breakfast, 1 lunch & 1 dinner
• Atmospheric heritage hotels
• Majestic hill forts • Rural Rajasthan
• India’s Golden Triangle

Fairmont Hotels &
Rocky Mountaineer
10 night holiday from £2,999
Direct flights, 9 nights 5H Fairmont
hotels, 2 days on board the
Rocky Mountaineer, Vancouver
Hop-On-Hop-Off City Tour &
Lake Louise Afternoon Tea

Includes EXCLUSIVE room upgrades & an
early booking discount - saving over £450

Wonders of Kenya
7 nights from £3,729
Flights, shared transfers & game
drives, 4H accommodation,
light aircraft flights, 7 breakfasts,
6 lunches & 6 dinners
and all park fees
• Samburu National Reserve
• Masai Mara National Reserve
• Amboseli National Park

Prices are per person based on twin share and subject to availability for selected September/October/November departures.

For award-winning holidays speak to the travel experts
at 194 Kensington High Street

Tailormade Travel Worldwide 020 7368 1200
Private Touring 020 7368 1500
Or visit our exclusive Premium Travel & Cruise Travel Centre
at 215 Kensington High Street
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Cruise Trailfinders 020 7368 1300
First & Business Class Travel 020 7368 1400

