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hereby disclaim, any liability to any party for omissions 
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All artwork is accepted on the strict condition that 
permission has been given for us in this publication.  The 
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All rights reserved.  No part of this publication may be 
reproduced, without prior permission of The Kensington 
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An end to another year (our 14th to be precise)!  As always in December, we would like to thank 
our writers who so graciously give up their time each month, helping us to bring to you little 
or unknown facts about this special place we live and work.  So my personal thanks to Maria, 
Charles, Dave, Sarah, Nick, Ben, Aletta and Victoria.

Speaking of unknown facts, I expect you thought that it was Prince Albert who brought the 
Christmas Tree to the UK - well find out in Ben’s article which member of a Royal Family it 
actually was!  We hope in this edition we have given you a salient perspective on all events, of 
all types, going on in Kensington & South Kensington over the festive period, and into January.  
We will be returning in February.  In the meantime, I wish you and your loved ones, a very 
special 2019 Christmas, Lucy 
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How Christmas has been Heralded in Kensington Past

By Nick Campailla 

Nowadays, we are used to early promotion 
of Christmas in all media but how did 
retailers approach the festive season 
when the only means of advertising was 
newspapers and billboards - and what 
impressions of Christmas past can we gather 
from the local press?

Although the weekly West London 
Observer, Kensington and Hammersmith 
Special Reporter published extensive 
trading advertisements throughout the 
year, Christmas wasn’t overly exploited as 
a marketing opportunity in 19th century.  
In 1861, for instance, the only mention 
of Christmas Presents comes from one 
Caspere Cuarnerio at 28, High Street 
Kensington on 21st December, with an 
“IMMENSE REDUCTION by price of Jewellery, 
Electroplate and Jet Goods”.

A week later the paper reported:  The 
observation of Christmas on Wednesday 
was marked by great decorum, and was 
in every way appropriate to the Season 
showing a great improvement in the habits 
and manners of the people during the last 
few years.  There was an absence of the 
swaggering and roystering (sic) which on 
too many occasions has ushered in old 
Christmas……In the “universal festival” of 
Wednesday the poor among us, we are glad 
to think, were not forgotten.  The paupers 
in our workhouses had their Christmas fare 
and their Christmas jollity, as well as their 
more fortunate brothers and sisters in the 
race of life.

Could the new Offences Against the Person 
Act 1861 have intimidated revellers, or 
perhaps Prince Albert’s recent death on 
14th December induced uncharacteristic 

restraint?  The Kensington News and 
West London Times’ page of Special Xmas 
Announcements on 18th December 1914 
seems to reflect misplaced optimism that 
the First World War would be a short-
lived and noble affair:  Keith, Prowse & 
Co., Ltd., (47 High St. Kensington) – “Good 
Gramophone Record – Try the 1/6 Double-
sided Records of Patriotic and Popular 
Airs”; Mulhall’s Stores (18 Pembridge Road), 
High-Class Grocery with “yule-tide Dainties 
a Speciality”; “Christmas Fare for the Front 
– Pudding and Mince Pies, Biscuits”, John 
E. Williams (7, Holland Street); “Rugs! Rugs!! 
Rugs!!!  Every Description of Rugs”, Frank 
Brown Ltd (29, Church Street).  With the 
War over by Christmas 1918, but Spanish flu 
raging, only S. F. Goss Ltd, Scientific Chemists 
and Toilet Specialists (134 Kensington High 
Street) advertised Christmas gifts.  The paper 
commented:  This has been a real Christmas, 
and the fact that is has followed four that 
were decidedly unreal has enhanced our 
appreciation.  We have enjoyed it without 
that very unpleasant feeling lurking within 
us of poignant anxiety for the fate of our 
friends on the battlefield.

In 1953, the Queen’s coronation year, 
journalistic exhortations in the Kensington 
Woman’s Diary – “GAy DAyS AHEAD, it’s 
almost upon us…the gay bright lights 
hustle and bustle of Christmas time…take 
it in your stride and enjoy every minute 
between now and 25th December” – sat 
alongside Christmas Greetings to the People 
of Kensington from the Bishop, Mayor, two 
MPs, the Chairman of the Barkers Group 
and Kensington, Maryland, USA.  Frenetic, 
commercial, spiritual, reflective – Christmas 
in Kensington always was, and always will 
be, whatever we choose to make of it.
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Lucy would like to thank
Clients, Contributors and Readers of the Kensington Magazine

for their continued support and wishes everyone an 
Excellent Christmas and ProsperousNew Year

Kensington Gardens in the Snow 
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Sarah’s Personal Guide to a Festive Christmas in W8

By Sarah Goldsmith

The Cultural Quarter of Kensington has 
a huge amount to offer, but particularly 
at Christmas time.  Here are a few of my 
pesonal favorites, something for everyone!

Kensington Town Hall
Kensington Conference and Events Centre
30th November, 11:00 – 18:00 Kensington 
Dollhouse Festival Christmas Show
5th December, 18:30 – 20:30 An Evening 
around the Mayor’s Christmas Tree (Mayor’s 
Parlour)
8th December, Animal Aid Christmas 
Festival 2019

St. Mary Abbots Church, Kensington
2nd December, 18:30 – 20:00 
Tommy’s Children’s Carols
3rd December, 19:00 
RADA Christmas Concert
4th December, 19:00 – 20:30 
Hope and Homes 25th Anniversary 
Christmas Carol Concert with guest 
appearance Katie Melua
8th December, 18:30, 
Handel’s Messiah Christmas Concert

Royal Albert Hall
3rd – 31st December
Christmas at Royal Albert Hall includes 
various entertainers and showtimes. 
21st-24th December
Carols at Royal Albert Hall
28th- 31st December
The Nutcracker at Royal Albert Hall
Check website (royalalberthall.com) 

Kensington Palace
7th – 27th December
Princess Victoria’s Christmas.  Included in 
the admission price; drop in throughout 
the day to meet Princess Victoria and her 

family and help them prepare for Christmas. 
Check website for specific dates (hrp.org.uk/
Kensington-palace).
15th – 22nd December
Luna Winter Cinema.  

Cass Art, Kensington High Street
8th December 14:00 – 16:00 
DIy Christmas Cards

Kensington Gardens 
14th December 10:30 – 12:00
Walking Tour: Christmas with Victoria and 
Albert

Royal Garden Hotel
14th December, 18:30 
Hellenic Centre Christmas Ball 2019
For information & tickets helleniccentre.org

V&A Museum
14th December
Paper Flowers: Christmas Cyclamen and 
another workshop on Christmas Brush 
Lettering
To 31st December
Christmas 2019: Several events including 
Christmas choirs, drop-in design, and a 
lunchtime lecture on the Victorian Christmas
For more information, visit vam.ac.uk.

The Design Museum
15th December 11:00 – 16:00 
Christmas with mt Masking Tape: festive 
crafting.  For more information on 
the above, please visit the website at 
designmuseum.org. 

Kensington Olympia
16th – 22nd December
London International Horse Show

For most of these events, please refer to W/O pages for further details/ticket information
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27 Edge Street, Kensington, London W8 7PN
Telephone: 0207 727 9090  Email: admin@hawkesdown.co.uk

www.hawkesdown.co.uk

Hawkesdown House School

&
The Walnut Tree Nursery

For girls & boys from 2 years

OPEN MORNING
Thursday 13th February 2020, 9.15 am or 10.15 am.

Please telephone the School to register for a place.
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Festive Kensington High Street

By Maria Perry with illustration by Charles yorke  

At time of writing Kensington is usually just 
about revving up for the Festive Season.  Some 
places are already organised.  The Ivy is, as 
usual, magnificent.  Trees and wreaths hung
with scarlet and gold brighten its façade, 
while Marks & Spencer has a wonderful in-
store theme of "halos".  Sparkling circles of 
silver lights are suspended from the ceiling 
above the Christmas merchandise in those 
parts of the store already displaying cards, 
baubles, tree decorations and party frocks, but 
passengers arriving at High Street Kensington 
Underground Station may be in for a surprise. 
A company famous for creating seasonal 
decorations will this year be designing the 
lighting in the Kensington Arcade from the 
Central Dome to the High Street Entrance. 
Their clients include P&O Cruises, Selfridges 
and other lavish spenders.  The proposals 
for Kensington include chandeliers, lanterns, 
green branches, swathed in red ribbons and 
everything that glitters, or glows. 

Independently of these innovations however, 
one thing that is certain is that from the 20th 
November forty- five gloriously decorated 
lamp standards will stretch from St Mary 
Abbots corner to the far end of the High 
Street. There hasn't so far been much evidence 
of Santa Claus arriving, but the RBKC Events 
office, believe this may be because he will be 
busy in Chelsea taking pre-Christmas orders in 
Duke of york's Square.  Charles and I decided 
to take a look at Trotters, where a miniature 
post box has been set up into which children 
can put Christmas cards they have designed. 
It will be opened on 1st December and the 
winner will have their design printed and sent 
out by Trotters on their advertising material. 
So anyone with aspirations to become a 
commercial artist, Start here!

We also discovered more about Trotters'  
famous pig  mascot.  His name is Dunwoody N.
Trotter.  He is a tailor, sometimes seen with 

a tape-measure round his neck.  He is a very 
important person indeed and takes a keen 
personal interest in the beautiful tweed coats 
with velvet collars, tartan party dresses with 
green velvet belts and superb Liberty print 
dresses; this year's favourite is covered with 
red roses.  Prices tend to be around £75.  Boy's 
wear is also very smart.  Trotters was founded 
30 years ago by Sophie Mirman, daughter 
of the Queen's milliner, and Richard Ross, 
proprietors of The Sock Shop.  They wanted to 
find a store, where their own children would 
feel at ease.  Watching the current customers, 
who range from 18 months to 10/11 year 
olds, happily whizzing about the shop trying 
out various toys, or demurely choosing pretty 
dresses, I would say they succeeded.  Happy 
Christmas everyone!

The festive external facade of ‘Trotters’ in 
Kensington High Street

(Illustrated by Charles yorke)
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By Benedict Bull  

The History of the Christmas Tree (in Royal Circles)

More than carols and presents maybe 
the joining together of Halloween and 
Christmas is about warmth and making our 
homes cosy and spending time together as 
families, real and imagined.  What a cool set 
of scary houses we had this year in RBKC,
On the radio this morning I heard the 
wonderful 10,000 voices, a minstrel lament 
and its warmth conjures for me our 
search for cosiness together in the face 
of winter.  And few cannot marvel at the 
great collection of lights and trees that we 
experience here each year.

The simple treat of going down Holland 
Park Avenue after dusk with the proportions 
of the road, the trees, the traffic lights and 
car tail lights is to me so beautiful, every bit 
as much as the more ephemeral displays 
conjured by the high streets.  The erecting 
of trees and boughs, of firs and hollies in 
particular and hanging them with lights is 
a rich tradition.  There are the famous trees 
put up in Covent Garden and in Trafalgar 
Square which is a gift of the Norwegian 
people since 1947 and it is usually 25m tall 
and gaily lit.  

On a domestic level having trees and 
boughs in the home is another part of our 
winter home making.  There is an historical 
misconception in thinking that Prince Albert 
brought the Christmas Tree over to the UK; 
in fact the young Queen Charlotte (wife of 
King George) did so in1800 for the great 
rooms in Windsor and Kew Palaces.  At the 
time this caused quite a consternation and 
having a Christmas tree was confined to 
members of the royal family and nobility;  

however, with the arrival of Prince Albert 
and his enthusiasm of all things Christmas, 
by 1860 the Christmas tree had found its 
way to all homes and was accordingly 
decorated with candles, dried fruit, 
ornaments and gifts.  In 1984 Queen Victoria 
wrote: 

 “... Christmas, I always look upon as a most 
dear happy time, also for Albert, who 
enjoyed it naturally still more in his happy 
home, which mine, certainly, as a child, 
was not [referring to Kensington Palace]. 
It is a pleasure to have this blessed festival 
associated with one’s happiest days.  The 
very smell of the Christmas Trees of pleasant 
memories.  To think, we have already 2 
Children now, & one who already enjoys the 
sight, — it seems like a dream.”

As in previous traditions, a huge and well 
lit Christmas tree is now placed in front of 
Kensington Palace in celebration of Albert 
and Victoria’s legacy.

For myself, I like the sustainable angle myself 
and have traditionally taken boughs from 
trees that I have pruned and used them 
to decorate my home and hang ribbons 
and lights in them.  It is still a bit early but I 
know there is a lot of planning going into it 
already!  

If you would like more information on 
sustainable trees and species please email 
ben@smartlandscapes.com and we will 
point you in the right direction.

Editor’s Note:  We would like to thank RHP Kensington Palace for supplying additional information in the 
preparation of this article.
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VICTORIA
MADE IN MADE IN MADE IN MADE IN MADE IN MADE IN MADE IN 

KENSINGTONKENSINGTONKENSINGTONKENSINGTONKENSINGTONKENSINGTONKENSINGTON

Two revealing new exhibitions 
open 24 May 2019 to celebrate 
the 200th anniversary of Victoria’s 
birth at Kensington Palace.

Book online to save
Members go free

Queensway       High Street Kensington

DISCOVER THE REALDISCOVER THE REALDISCOVER THE REALDISCOVER THE REALDISCOVER THE REALDISCOVER THE REALDISCOVER THE REAL
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Kensington News I

 

NEw BUSINESSES IN THE AREA

Megans, an independently owned cafe/
restaurant at 204 Kensington High St. (corner 
of Phillimore Gardens) must be the first truly 
dog friendly eatery with dog bowls/beds and 
even treats, in W8.  Offering brunch, lunch 
and dinner as either take away or eat-in, 
this restaurant also provides young children 
with high chairs and pram space, colouring 
sheets and crayons.  Organic coffee is served 
all day, and food is made in-house from the 
best quality ingredients with a Mediterranean 
influence.  The Lounge and Restaurant space 
is avilable for private hire, and in the near 
future Supper Clubs, Sunday night films will be 
available.  www.megans.co.uk

At 133 Kensington Church St. LIFT has 
recently opened, giving the Notting Hill end 
of Kensington Church St a much needed large 
cafe, offering speciality coffee and on the 
grapevine we heard that the former premises 
of Kensington Place, has recently been given a 
temporary permit to sell Street Food  (until the 
re-development of Newcombe House comes 
into being).  Again this will help revitalise this 
part of Kensington Church St.

Sadef is a new Persian restuarant based at 3-5 
Campden Hill Road and provides customers 
with a wide range of delicious persian inspired 
food, well priced.  Eat in or delivery service is 
available.

Little Farm in Kensington Arcade is shortly 
to open - offering take-away healthy food for 
breakfast, lunch or dinner - particularly good 
for a quick but healthy lunch or if you don’t 
want to cook supper.  An excellent addition 
to this fast-becoming, foodie destination tube 
station.

SkinCeuticals by Cavendish Clinics have 
opened their third branch in London, this 
time at 13 Kensington Church St.   Here 
you can experience a wide range of beauty 
treatments under the watchful eye of their 
experienced staff.  Ranging from dermal 
fillers, skin brightening/hydration treatment, 
mole removal, LED light therapy, Anti-
wrinkle treatment, PDF thread lift, facials, 
hydrafacial, micro needling/dremapen plus 
many more.  Try the SkinCeuticals Gel Peel - a 
quick fix taking 45 minutes.  This is a perfect 
treatment for those wanting instant results 
and comprises exfoliating, brightening and 
tightening with a cleanse, preparion of the 
skin, peel, vitamin C mask, antioxidants and 
SPF.  The only occasion whereby I went to an 
event that evening and two people said how 
“fresh” my face looked. 020 7630 4535 
www.cavendishclinic.co.uk  

Getting in shape isn’t meant to be a tortuous 
endeavour.  There may be a sore muscle or two 
along the way, but Richard Barclay believes 
getting fit should be enjoyed, not dreaded.  
Helping clients based in London with their 
fitness training since 2005 as a fully qualified 
accredited Personal Trainer, trusting in the 
positive benefits fitness brings to all areas 
of our lives.  He has been fortunate enough 
to have trained under the industry’s leading 
practitioners, worked alongside coaches at the 
top of their game and possess the ability to 
get the most out of his clients and ultimately, 
results.  Richard can help you with Weight 
loss, strenthen and conditioningand injury 
rehabilitation.  Please call:  07966 322993 or see 
www.rbfit.co.uk

Under new management:   The Royal Barber 
is conveniently placed directly opposite The 
Royal Garden Hotel.  A traditional barbers 
offering men and boys:  wash, blow dry, 
clipper cut,  beard trim and traditional hot 
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to highlight a vibrant feminine silhouette. 
Inspired by Istanbul’s diverse landscape where 
East meets West, the designs are an ode to 
their cultural heritage with a modern twist. 
The centuries-old craftmanship traditions 
are evident in their pieces and reflect the 
mastery of their Grand Bazaar jewellery 
artisans.  Their hand-made pieces evoke 
the ambience of incredible, warm luxury.  
Indulge in exploring the pure gold, diamond, 
and semi-precious gemstones VK Jewellery 
London has uncovered for you.  Their jewellery 
is the new adornment of your skin and the 
finest reflection of your soul.  Instagram: @
vkjewellerylondon
www.vkjewellerylondon.co.uk

GENERAL NEWS

Please don’t shoot the Messenger!  Or in this 
case, the staff at Boots.  Many of  you will 
have noticed, and indeed, have probably 
been inconvenienced by the building works 
currently taking place at Boots (Wrights Lane/
Kensington Arcade).  Staff have been harrassed 
and harranged about this but it is really not 
of their making.  The landlords of the Arcade 
(Ashby Properties) made the decision to 
develop this site and the staff are making the 
best of a difficult situation.  So, although the 
new development will be worth waiting for, in 
the meantime, please be understanding and 
tolerant during this time, thank you.  

We are delighted that this year we have 
Christmas Decorations adorning the trees and 
lamp posts of Kensington High St.  This has 
been a year in the making, with collaboration 
between RBKC and the Kensington Business 
Forum.  The decorations are based on 
Victorian colours in homage to the 200th 
Anniversary of the birth of Queen Victoria 
at Kensington Palace.  Special thanks to our 
sponsors, Phillimore Estates, Ilchester Estates, 

Kensington News II

 

towel shave.  Independently run and owned, 
with a second shop in Chiswick.  The team at 
the Royal Barber look forward to welcoming 
you.  3 Kensington High St. W8 5NP or call 020 
7937 7755.  Walk-in welcome. 

Quench your thirsty skin with a personalised 
Elemis facial and relieve tension with a 
therapeutic massage or body spa treatment 
at Kensington MediSpa, London.  They 
also offer laser hair removal with a state of 
the art pain free machine, Micro blading, all 
aesthetic procedures, Reki and integrated 
Chinese medicine for women looking at 
conditions from pain, stress, digestive issues 
and hormone imbalances. Located only a 
6-minutes walk from High Street Kensington, 
this easily accessible clinic is warm, friendly 
and luxurious.  All treatments are carried out 
with premium products from Elemis to ensure 
your skin is left feeling fresh, hydrated and 
glowing.  Whether you’re looking to rejuvenate 
your complexion, say goodbye to unwanted 
cellulite or simply want a moment to escape 
from everyday life, Kensington MediSpa is the 
answer.  Royal Garden Hotel, 2-24 Kensington 
HIgh St. Call 0203 441 9091 for more info.

Sterling Post Ltd at 3 Kensington High Street, 
provides you will all your money exchange 
requirements.  Under new management, the 
friendly staff and very competitive rates for 
local business and Embassies.  Sterling Post Ltd  
deal in all worldwide currencies and are open 
seven days a week from 9am till 7pm. and are 
conveniently placed, directly opposite the 
Royal Garden Hotel.  Tel:  020 7 937 5984.

At 3A Campden Street, a new beautiful 
independently run jeweller has just opened its 
doors.  VK Jewellery London creates unique 
and timeless fine jewellery to empower the 
contemporary woman.  Sophisticated, yet 
elegant and on trend, their designs aspire 
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Draycott Nursing & Care, Lodha, RBKC, and 
funding from local wards Holland, Campden 
and Abingdon, as well as some who prefer 
to remain (generous) anonymous sponsors.  
We are hugely grateful for their support in 
making the High St. more attractive, and we 
hope, encouraging shoppers to visit this and 
surrounding village streets for their christmas 
purchases, parties and general entertainment.   
Special thanks also to Elliott Dexter of 
Handpicked Society for his determination in 
getting this project off the ground.  These 
decorations are not cheap, and if you, whether 
a local business or resident, would like to see 
even better decorations next year, please 
email hello@kensingtonbusinessforum.co.uk  
It’s up to all of us to make Kensington look as 
attractive (and alluring) as possible!

Last month our focus was on Stratford Road 
Village.  We were delighted to receive the 
following email from local resident Edward 
Hill:  “I read the articles about Stratford Road 
with particular interest as it was to No 9 that 
I moved my architectural practice  ( Edward 
Hill Partnership, now Mitchell Berry)  some 
twenty years ago.  We took over part of the 
space above the  general store, owned and 
run by Mr and Mrs David  Williams.  They are 
both still going strong and live in the duplex 
on the first and second floor.  Mr Williams’ 
father John, one of fourteen children, came to 
London from South Wales in the early 1920’s 
and bought the building where he both lived 
and from where he ran a dairy (J. Williams and 
Sons) bottling milk and cream and making 
butter, for supply to the local area.  All his five 
children, the youngest of whom is David, were 
born there.  David has never left.  In the mid- 
1960’s he met a local girl, Frances Collins.  It 
turned out that she lived with her parents at 
69 Abingdon Road above their grocery shop  
(now Café Nouvelle).  They married in 1968  
and Frances joined him at No 9 Stratford Road 
where they have lived ever since.  They ran the 

general store/mini- market until 1998 at which 
time it became impossible to compete against 
the big new supermarkets.  Undaunted, they 
turned the ground floor into retail space ( now 
Minx Beauty and Beyond) and part of the first 
into offices”.  If you have any stories about 
Kensington’s past, similar to this, please do get 
in touch with Lucy by email at
editor@thekensingtonmagazine.com

CHARITY/CHURCH/RESIDENTS’ GROUPS/
SOCIETIES’ NEWS

Join The Arts Society Kensington & Chelsea 
for a monthly programme of lectures by 
leading specialists, at the Kensington Library 
Lecture Hall.  Subjects vary from the myth of 
Troy, Osborne and post-war British Theatre,  
to Roy Lichtenstein and a monthly Visits  
programme of private guided tours, from Sir 
John Ritblat’s collection at The British Library, 
to the art collection  at the Imperial War 
Museum, to Sir John Soane’s country retreat 
at Pitzhanger Manor.  Members can also  
join the Heritage Volunteering programme 
working with curators and Museums 
and learn the art of restoration.  www.
theartssocietykensingtonchelsea.com

At a recent event at Japan House, Susan 
Dolton, Director of the Kensington & Chelsea 
Foundation for the past four years, confirmed 
she would be leaving at the end of the year.  
Victoria Steward Todd, formerly from the One 
Foundation and in senior fundraising positions 
for the Young Women’s Trust and Amnesty 
International will be taking over.  During the 
event, it was confirmed Cadogan Estates had 
become their Principal Supporter, contributing 
a significant proportion of their core costs.  
At this Christmas time, the Foundation are 
working hard to bring company and warmth 
to local people;  if you are able to help in any 
way please call a member of the team on 
0207 229 5449.

Kensington News III
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World class nursing & care
in the comfort of your own home

One hour to 24 hour daily care,  
plus live-in care 

 

Our daily and live-in care enables our clients  
to remain in their own home whilst being cared  

for by professional and highly trained  
Carers and Registered Nurses. 

 

Established in 1996 
 

For over 20 years Draycott Nursing & Care  
has been recognised by doctors, consultants  

and clients for exceptionally high professional  
standards and 24/7 support.

Find out more at www.draycottnursing.co.uk  
   +44 (0) 20 7351 7171

FOUBERT’S
Café - Restaurant - Bar

PRIVATE ROOM
PARTIES FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Christmas Parties, New Year’s Eve Parties, 
Leaving or Retirement Parties, Children’s 
Parties, Birthday Parties, Anniversaries

17 Kensington High St. London W8 5NP
Telephone 020 7937 2762
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JOIN US AT ST MARY ABBOTS CHURCH, KENSINGTON

FOR THE

LUNCHTIME COMMUNITY
C A R O L  S E R V I C E
for Businesses and Residents

Wednesday 11th December 13.00 - 14.00

Choir of St Mary Abbots, Wednesday 11th December, 1.00pm -2.00pm
Refreshments provided following the service

sponsored by

We would like to thank local businesses for their 
generous support in this community event
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STERLING POST
MONEY EXCHANGE
BEREAU DE CHANGE

3 Kensington High Street
London, W8 5NP

Opposite Royal Garden Hotel

020 7937 5984

Buying and selling worldwide currencies.
Special Rates and discounts for Residents, 

Local Business and  Embassies in Kensington 
and Chelsea ONLY.



20

Kensington Business Forum & Royal Borough of Kensington & Chelsea 
would like to thank the following sponsors for their generous support in 

lighting up your High St. for Christmas 2019 

If you are a local Resident or Business and would like to contribute to an even better Christmas 
High Street next year 2020, please get in touch by email: hello@kensingtonbusinessforum.co.uk

www.kensingtonbusinessforum.co.uk  •  Instagram: welovew8

to you all

CHRISTMAS 2019 
IN KENSINGTON HIGH ST.

Merry Christmas

1 Anonymous 
Sponsor

Ward budgets from 
Abington, Campden 

and Holland

120 Starlights 
& 45 decorated 

lampposts
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Celebrate Advent  
and Christmas with us

www.specr.org   StPhilipsW8   Charity No. 1172886

Sunday 1 December  
Choral Eucharist 

10.30am with the English Chamber Choir 
St Nicholas Mass: Haydn; Matin Responsory:  

Palestrina; Laetentur caeli: Byrd

Sunday 15 December  
Christingle 

10.30am: All Age Eucharist

Candlelit Carol Service 
4pm with the English Chamber Choir   
Rutti, Tavener, Willcocks, and Bruckner  

Followed by festive refreshments

Sunday 22 December   
Community Carols 

5pm: Community Carol Singing at  
The Scarsdale Tavern, W8 6HE

Tuesday 24 December  
Christmas Eve 

2pm: Children’s Crib service 
11pm: Choral Eucharist.  

Mozart Coronation Mass setting 

Wednesday 25 December 
Christmas Day 
10.30am: Holy Eucharist  

with Carols

Sunday Sung Eucharist 10.30am;  Wednesday Said Eucharist 9.15am 
Morning Prayer: Monday & Tuesday 8 am; Wednesday 9am
St Philip’s Church, Earls Court Road, W8 6QH

Thursday 5 & 12 December  
Advent talks 

Pilgrimage of Ascent and of the Heart 
7pm With Bishop Michael Marshall  

and Reverend Soon Han Choi 
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The Kensington Crossword
By Dave Saunders

Pit your wits against our Kensington-centric crossword. (Answers on page 31)

Across
1) _________ House, block of residences situated at 51 Hyde Park Gate, SW7 (9)
2) ____ and Eve Mews, residential mews that adjoins Eden Close, W14 (4)
3) The _______ Pharmacy, health and beauty shop at 169 Kensington High St, W8 (7)
4) ______ Wattis, theatre and film actor who died in Kensington in 1975 (7)
5) ___ Mews, row of residences next to the Royal College of Art, SW7 (3)
6) John ______ Mill, philosopher and economist who lived at 18 Kensington Square (6)
7) Christian ____, cricketer and later archaeologist: born in Kensington in 1880 (4)
8) ________ House School, preparatory school at 27 Edge Street, W8 (10)

Down
1) Opticians situated at 84 Kensington High St, W8 (9)
5) _______ and Nesbit Ltd, publishers at 13A Hillgate Street, W8 (7)
9) Charity shop supporting the blind; located at 269 Kensington High Street, W8 (8)
10) M.E. _____, Chandeliers, antiques and lighting shop at 166 Kensington Church St, W8 (5)
11) _______ Lane, thoroughfare which connects Marloes Road to High St Kensington (7)
12) George ________, barrister, politician and writer born in Kensington in 1850 (9)
13) ___ Clayton, actress who appeared in TV’s Inspector Morse; died in Kensington in 1994 (3)
14) Country which has its High Commission situated at 57 Kensington Court, W8 (6)
15) ______ Sushi, Japanese restaurant at 1A Argyll Road, W8 (6)



St George’s & St John The Baptist Churches

Warmly invite you to:

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

www.hollandparkbenefice.org

St George’s Church
Aubrey Walk, 
London, W8 7JG

Sun 15th Dec
10am: Christmas Pageant

Tues 24th Dec
4pm: Carols round the Crib
11pm: Midnight Mass

Wed 25th Dec
8am: Holy Communion (BCP)
10am: Eucharist of 

Christmas Morning 

St John the Baptist
Holland Road, 
London, W14 8AH

Sun 15th Dec
6.30pm: Community Carol Service

Tues 24th Dec
11pm: Midnight Mass

For further information:
020 3602 9873
office@hollandparkbenefice.org 

United Benefice of Holland Park

23
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Event (noun)

A thing that 
happens or 

takes place, 
especially one of 

importance.

ANNIVERSARIES • AWARDS • CONFERENCES • DINNERS 
EXHIBITIONS  •  NETWORKS  •  PARTIES

TEL: 07921 5585620
WWW.LUCYELLIOTTPHOTOGRAPHY.COM

E V E N T  P H O T O G R A P H Y
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Christmas Eve Dinner 
24th December 2019 | 18:00 – 22:30*

4 Course menu with Aperitivo Italiano, a glass of prosecco and traditional panettone.
£90 per person

Christmas Day Lunch and Dinner
25th December 2019 | 12:00 – 21:00*

4 Course menu with Aperitivo Italiano, a glass of Ferrari sparkling wine and traditional panettone.
£125 per person

New Year’s Eve Dinner
31st December 2019 | 18:00 – 00:30 (last seating 22:30)

4 Course menu with Aperitivo Italiano, a glass of Ferrari sparkling wine and traditional panettone. 
Champagne at midnight and live entertainment throughout the evening.

£175 per person

Feel festive at Baglioni Hotel London

FOR RESERVATIONS & MORE INFORMATION
Tel: +44 207 368 5714 
Email: events.london@baglionihotels.com
Children menus available.

Share with us

@BaglioniLondon @BrunelloLondon
#BaglioniLondon #BrunelloLondon

BAGLIONI HOTEL LONDON
60 Hyde Park Gate
London, SW7 5BB,  UK
Tel. +44 207 368 5700
www.baglionihotels.com/london

TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY
Menus include 20% VAT, excludes discretionary 

service charge of 12.5% and beverages.
*Last seating 30 minutes prior. 

With the festive period drawing closer and London dresses in flickering lights, 
Brunello Bar and Restaurant at Baglioni Hotel London is getting ready to welcome guests across
Christmas and New Year’s Eve and shower them with the Italian hospitality we are celebrated for.
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Kensington Cultural Quarter:  What’s On I

CURTAIN UP CHRISTMAS MARKET 2019 - 
1 December 11.00 – 15.30  Entrance £2 
Celebrating 10 sparkling years:  Grand 
opening by Celeb Haydn Gwynne at 11.30 
am.  Raffle 3.00pm by BBC Radio London 
Jo Good.  Over 50 stalls:  collectables, 
crafts, jams, jewellery, clothes + more. 
Refreshments.   Also featuring Master Chef 
semi-finalist Julia Gray.   Venue:  St Mary 
Abbots Centre W8 4HN. Proceeds to 
www.maggiescentres.org helping people 
adjust to life after Cancer. 

KENSINGTON MUMS FAMILY CHRISTMAS 
FAIR
1 December 9am-5pm
40+ stalls with various exhibitors also 
featuring children’s entertainment, various 
inspirational speakers, raffle prizes and 
goody bags supporting a great charity.  
Plus drinks and canapés.  Also supporting 
The Children Surgery Foundation in their 
raffle prizes.  Venue: Holiday Inn Kensington 
Forum, 97 Cromwell Rd SW7 4DN. 
www.kensingtonmums.co.uk

THE HEART OF GREEK ART IN LONDON
2nd –20th December, FREE
Experience the best emerging and 
established Greek contemporary art as 
Varvara Roza brings mother and daughter, 
Charoula Nikolaidou and Christina 
Papaioannou, to Notting Hill for their first 
international joint exhibition, including 
stunning abstract and surrealist portraiture.
J/M Gallery, 230 Portobello Rd 07792 424801
www.varvararozagalleries.com

BELLS AND SPELLS
2 - 14 December 7.30 pm. £30/25 + conc.
In this spectacular and entertaining 
alternative Christmas show, Aurelia Thierrée 

becomes an incurable kleptomaniac who 
is at the mercy of the objects she steals. 
Welcome to an enchanting world where 
humour and illusion combine to create 
a wonderful magical story.  The Coronet 
Theatre www.thecoronettheatre.com 
020 3642 6606

HOw YOUR MIND CAN HEAL YOUR BODY
3 Dec 6.30pm-9pm £25
Dr David Hamilton spent four years 
developing drugs for cardiovascular disease 
and cancer.  Inspired by the placebo effect, 
he began writing books and educating 
people about how to harness their mind 
and emotions to improve their health.
Royal Geographical Society  www.rgs.org

CHRISTMAS SHOw  “GALLERY ARTISTS”
3 – 20 December 2019
Thackeray Gallery is pleased to present their 
biennial Christmas Show 2019.  They will be 
featuring 18 of their gallery artists, exhibiting 
65 artworks over two floors.  Exhibitors 
include well known names such as;  Gordon 
Bryce RSW RSA, Michael Honnor and Eleri 
Mills, as well as rising stars including; Anne-
Marie Butlin, Anna Perlin and David Smith 
RSW.  Thackerary Gallery 020 7937 5883
www.thackeraygallery.com

THE MAKING OF ‘OUR PLANET’: 
CONSERVATION BEHIND THE CAMERA
4 Dec Doors open 6pm £25
Sir David Attenborough’s ground-breaking 
documentary series showcased Earth’s 
incredible wildlife and fragile habitats as 
never before.  Join WFN and series producer 
Alastair Fothergill in an entertaining talk, 
about the making of this landmark original 
series.  Royal Geographical Society
www.rgs.org
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Kensington Cultural Quarter:  What’s On II

STRATFORD ROAD VILLAGE SHOPS 
CHRISTMAS PARTY
Wed 4th December 4.30 - 7.30 pm.
Come and celebrate Christmas with your 
local independent retailers in this special 
part of Kensington.  Games, food, music and 
shopping.  Something for everyone and all 
the family!

HOPE & HOMES FOR CHILDREN’S 
CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT at 
St Mary Abbots with a special 
performance from KATIE MELUA
4 December 7pm – 8.30pm, followed 
by festive refreshments.  £25 adults, £10 
children.  For more information call 01722 
790111.  www.hopeandhomes.org or email:  
communityhopeandhomes.org  

HANDEL’S MESSIAH AT CHRIST CHURCH
5 December 7pm.  Tickets from £20
At Christ Church, Kensington, Eldon Road, 
W8, presented by the the Christ Church 
Community Trust, a performance of The 
Messiah, with professional choir and 
orchestra, and young professional soloists. 
Doors open at 7pm., performance begins at 
7.30.  Wine and canapés served. 
www.messiah5dec2019.eventbtite.co.uk ; or 
events@christchurchkensington.com 

FRIENDS OF ST MARY ABBOTS 
KENSINGTON:  ‘AN EVENING AROUND 
THE MAYOR’S CHRISTMAS TREE’
5 December 18.30 - 20.30 hrs  £20 inc Wine 
& Buffet (sponsored by Knight Frank W8)
The Friends of St Mary Abbots, and new 
Vicar, Mother Emma Dinwiddy Smith, are 
holding their festive event in the Mayor’s 
Parlour of the Town Hall, by courtesy of 
the Mayor of the Royal Borough Councillor 
Will Pascall.  The evening will include 

Russian festive music sung by respected 
opera soprano LolaG and an international 
Christmas Buffet, will be hosted by Founding 
Patron of the Friends of St Mary Abbots, 
Mr Steven Atack.  To purchase tickets you 
can buy from the Vestry in St Mary Abbots 
Church or online via sma-mayorsevening.
eventbrite.co.uk.  Further information from 
steveatack@aol.com

HELP PRINCESS VICTORIA PREPARE 
KENSINGTON PALACE FOR CHRISTMAS 
AND ENJOY ARTS, CRAFTS AND FESTIVE 
FOODS
Princess Victoria’s family panto
07, 08, 14, 15 December. Plus, 21 December 
2019 – 5 January 2020 (except 24, 25 and 26 
December)
Time: 12:00-12:30, 14:00-14:30
Meet Victoria and her family, and take part in 
their Christmas pantomime.
Location: The State Bedchamber
www.hrp.org.uk

ST PHILIP’S CHURCH FILM CLUB
Saturday 7th of December, 6pm:  “It’s a 
Wonderful Life”  
Friday 10th of January, 6pm:  “Le Ballon 
Rouge”  All welcome to St. Philip’s Church 
to watch some of the great classic films. 
Free Entrance; donations welcome for 
refreshments.  Suitable for children.  6pm 
for a 6:30pm start.  St Philip’s Church, Corner 
of Earls Court Road and Stratford Road, W8 
6HQ  www.specr.org 

OPERA HOLLAND PARK CHRISTMAS 
CONCERT 
7 December, 7.30pm 
Toast the festive season with Opera Holland 
Park in an evening of sacred and seasonal 
music in the heart of Knightsbridge.  In aid 
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of the company’s education and outreach 
work in the local community.  St Columba’s 
Church, Pont Street, SW1X 0BD
www.operahollandpark.com

TRADITIONAL CRAFT: 
FESTIVE wREATH wORKSHOP
7 Dec 10am-1pm £18
Escape the bustle of Christmas shopping 
and enjoy a relaxing morning creating your 
own festive wreath using local greenery and 
natural materials from Hyde Park.  There’ll 
be some festive music, drinks and nibbles to 
enjoy too.  Royal Park www.royalparks,org.uk

LAND wITHOUT DREAMS
To 7 Dec, 2.30pm and 7.30pm, £12 - £25
A woman walks on the stage.  She says she 
is from the future and she says that she 
can end all our dystopian nightmares.  A 
hopeful, funny and courageous new play 
by Danish theatre company Fix&Foxy.  Gate 
Theatre.  gatetheatre.co.uk / 020 7229 0706

FESTIVE FAIR AT LEIGHTON HOUSE 
MUSEUM
7, 8 Dec 10am-5pm Adults £5 U18’s FREE
In the picturesque setting of Lord Leighton’s 
house, come and browse a treasure trove of 
unique Christmas gifts.  Hand-picked traders 
celebrate the products, the art and design 
and traditional crafts of the Middle East, 
where Leighton travelled often.
www.rbkc.gov.uk

HANDEL’S ‘MESSIAH’ AT
ST MARY ABBOTS CHURCH
8 December 6.30pm £20 (under 16s: £10) 
A special Christmas Baroque concert by 
candlelight, recreating the atmosphere 
of Handel’s original performance.  Played 

on Baroque instruments by the Purcell 
Orchestra, with the St Mary Abbots Choir 
and soloists.  Tickets available online: 
www.smaw8.org/messiah2019

CHILDLINE’S MERRY LITTLE CHRISTMAS 
CONCERT
11 December, 7:15pm.  Tickets from £40.
Join us to welcome in the start of the 
festive season with a beautiful programme 
of traditional Christmas carols, celebrity 
readings and special musical performances.
Holy Trinity Church, Sloane Street SW1X 9BZ
Contact Sarah.Jeffery@NSPCC.org.uk or visit 
www.nspcc.org.uk/merrylittlechristmas2019
CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT
12 December, 7pm-8.30pm. All tickets £30
An evening of festive sing-a-longs, readings 
and delicious mince pies, all in aid of vital 
cancer services run by Macmillan Cancer 
Support.  Actress Samantha Bond and Sky 
News Correspondent Alistair Bunkall will be 
among celebrity guests reading.  St Paul’s 
Church, Belgravia  07793 579359.

LEIGHTON LATE wITH THE SALOME 
QUARTET
12 Dec Until 9pm Free
Join us and our Musicians in Residence, the 
Salomé Quartet, for our last Museum Late 
of the year.  With complimentary drinks and 
music, no need to pre-book, just turn up 
and explore Leighton’s ‘private palace of art’ 
after-hours.  Leighton House Museum
www.rbkc.gov.uk

wALKING TOUR: 
HIDDEN STORIES OF HYDE PARK
13 Dec 10:30am-12pm  £10
Explore the Park’s history through the 
decades, including the notorious criminals 
who met their untimely end at the Tyburn 
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Tree, the inception of Speakers’ Corner and 
the park’s instrumental role during WW1, 
finishing with a visit to our Victoria Pet 
Cemetery.  Royal Parks
www.royalparks.org.uk

wALKING TOUR: CHRISTMAS wITH 
VICTORIA AND ALBERT
14 Dec 10.30am-12pm £10
As the year’s shortest day approaches, 
join us for a stroll in Kensington Gardens 
to discover how Queen Victoria and her 
consort Prince Albert introduced many of 
the traditions we recognise today.
Royal Parks  www.royalparks.org.uk

THE LUNA wINTER CINEMA AT 
KENSINGTON PALACE 
15-22 Dec Adults £18.50 Child £13.50
The ultimate festive cinema experience 
gives film fans a chance to take a break from 
the chaos around last-minute Christmas 
shopping and snuggle up to Experience 
iconic films from It’s A Wonderful Life and Elf 
to Home Alone and Love Actually on the big 
screen at Kensington Palace this Christmas 
season.  www.hrp.org.uk

CLARENDON EVENTS: 
A CONCERT OF SACRED MUSIC
Sunday 15 December: 7pm. Donations: £10 
(students, £5) includes a glass of wine.
The music of G. I. Gurdjieff/Thomas de 
Hartmann played by the London Gurdjieff 
Society Ensemble.  9 Clarendon Cross W11 
4AP (Enquiries: 07887-506848)
www.clarendonevents.org.uk

ALEXANDER PUSHKING:  EUGENE ONEGIN
17 - 19 December 7.30pm £30/25 + concs. 
Eugene Onegin is the greatest poem, a 
love story, by one of Russia’s greatest poets, 

completed in 1837, when he died following 
a duel, in a staged reading by theatre stars 
in the atmospheric theatre.  The Coronet 
Theatre, www.thecoronettheatre.com 020 
3642 6606

wE OPEN OUR MOUTH – AND LISTEN 
17 – 21 December 7.30pm, £12 - £25
Together, we can change the world: 
In this part-gig, part-theatre performance, 
Danish theatre maker Anika Barkan explores 
with gentle humour and optimism what it 
takes to re-connect with each other and the 
world around us.  Gate Theatre
gatetheatre.co.uk / 020 7229 0706

“HAMPERS & STOCKINGS” CHRISTMAS 
MARKET at KENSINGTON TOwN SQUARE 
Daytime - Friday 20th, Saturday 21st and 
Sunday 22nd December 2019
On offer is a festive artisan market 
comprising vendors selling a mix of 
handmade and fair-trade products offering 
unique and quality products.  Christmas 
gifts, fashion, accessories, jewellery, home 
ware and festive craft stalls, alongside food 
stalls, mulled wine stall, a coffee and cake 
stall.  Kensington Town Square, Horton 
Street W8 7NX. 
 
DESIGN MUSEUM wORKSHOPS
Dates and events vary
From drop-in nocturnal drawing to floristry 
design, candle-making to festive crafting, 
there is something for everyone!
Design Museum.  Check out website for 
more information www.designmuseum.org

Kensington Cultural Quarter:  What’s On IV
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JANUARY 2020 

POULENC AND HONEGGER
4 January 7.30 pm. £25/£22/£18
Sophie Bevan with Twickenham Choral 
and Brandenburg Sinfonia;  Honegger’s 
‘Christmas Cantata’, with traditional carols in 
French, German and Latin.  Plus Poulenc’s 
two best-loved choral works, ‘Gloria’ and 
‘Stabat Mater’.  Cadogan Hall  020 7730 4500  
In aid of RNIB.  www.twickenhamchoral.org.uk

Celebrating 30 years in the UK:  CIRQUE 
DU SOLEIL:  LUZIA, A wAKING DREAM OF 
MEXICO 
12 January - 1st March 2020 
Following on from the announcement that 
due to unprecedented demand Cirque Du 
Soleil’s European Premiere production Luzia 
has extended performances for two weeks 
at the Royal Albert Hall.  Tickets from www.
cirquedusoleil.com/luzia, 
www.royalalberthall.com 

MATTHEw SNOwDEN  “TURNING EDGE”
14 – 31 January 2020
Matthew Snowden returns with a stunning 
collection of new & unseen artworks. 
Capturing the beauty of the surrounding 
Scottish landscapes Matthew’s paintings are 
incredible to see in the flesh, using impasto 
paint he creates depth, building layers onto 
the canvas.  Thackeray Gallery 
020 7937 5883  www.thackeraygallery.com

“LOVE  - THE HEALING ANSwER TO 
PRAYER” 
28 January 2020 7.00 pm. FREE
Opening our hearts to God as Love has a 
transforming effect on our lives and helps 
our well-being.  One hour talk by 
Christian Science practitioner, Lindsey Taylor

Venue:  The Christian Science Reading 
Room, 8 Wrights Lane W8 6TA.  Info please 
call 0207 937 3389 www.firstlondon.org

SOUND IN MIND:  YURI SUZUKI AT 
THE DESIGN MUSEUM
Til 2 February 2020 Free
Sound artist, yuri Suzuki, showcases past 
works and new interactive pieces that 
demonstrate his creative practice.  Displayed 
on the first floor of the museum’s atrium it 
is divided into distinct sections, with works 
ranging from experimental product design 
to large-scale sound installations.

OPEN MORNING AT HAwKESDOwN 
HOUSE SCHOOL & THE wALNUT TREE 
NURSERY
13 February 2019, 9.15 am or 10.15 am. 
For boys & girls from 2 years
Please telephone the school to register for a 
place.  27 Edge Street W8 7PN
0207 727 9090 admin@hawkesdown.co.uk

MOVING TO MARS AT DESIGN MUSEUM
Til 23 Feb Booking recommended Weekday 
Adult £16 Child £8.  Should we stay or 
should we go?  Following its blockbuster 
exhibition Stanley Kubrick, the DM invites 
you to travel to Mars without leaving 
London – in a multi-sensory adventure for 
all ages.  www.designmuseum.org

‘wOw CITY LIGHTS AND wOODLAND 
SHADE’ AT JAPAN HOUSE LONDON
Til Mar Free 10am-8pm.  Explore the 
contrasting worlds of Japan’s urban future 
and rural traditions in WOW’s new digital 
art installatio, a multidisciplinary new media 
visual, creating experiences through art, 
product design, branding and prototyping.   

Kensington Cultural Quarter:  What’s On V
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Holland Park Computers
Home and small business IT support

On-site services for PCs, Laptops and Macs
Virus and spyware removal  Backup  Data recovery  Printer setup

Hardware and software upgrades Email configuration
Wireless networking Remote assistance  Phone support 

020 8811 8812
www.hollandparkcomputers.com

The Kensington Magazine reaches 34,500 residents in Kensington each month.  Why not advertise your business 
here, for a total cost of £295.00 plus VAT for a three month period.  Call us to find out more on 07921 558520

Small Box Advertisements

LEANER
Personal Training

WEighT MANAgEMENT
NuTRiTioN CoAChiNg

WWW.LEANER-uk.CoM
07786 213369

HAIRSPACE at Annie Russell
1 Kensington Church Walk

London W8 4NB

020 7937 2150
toby@hairspacelondon.com

www.hairspacelondon.com

ANSwERS TO CROSSwORD, ON PAGE 22

RB FITNESS
PERSONAL TRAINING

Weight Loss
Strength & Conditioning

Injury Rehabilitation

07966 322993
www.rbfit.co.uk

richardpbarclay@gmail.com
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SHAUN THE SHEEP MOVIE: 
FARMAGEDDON
1 Dec 11am Tickets £5
When a mystery visitor from far across the 
galaxy crash-lands near Mossy Bottom Farm, 
Shaun the sheep soon sees an opportunity 
for alien-powered fun and adventure.  But 
can Shaun and the flock avert Farmageddon 
before it’s too late?  Institut français  
www.institut-francais.org.uk

THE FASHION AwARDS
2 Dec 8pm Tickets £100 
The annual celebration of creativity 
and innovation will shine a spotlight on 
exceptional individuals and influential 
businesses that have made significant 
contributions to the global fashion industry 
over the past twelve months.
Royal Albert Hall.  www.royalalberthall.com

JOHN KAMPFNER: 
wHY THE GERMANS DO IT BETTER
4 Dec 7pm £7
Author and broadcaster John Kampfner will 
discuss his forthcoming book provocatively 
titled ‘Why the Germans Do It Better. Lessons 
from a Grown Up Country,’ juxtapositioning 
contemporary Germany with the mayhem 
of Brexit Britain and Trump’s America.
Goethe-Institut.  www.goethe.de

SNOw PATROL
5 Dec 8pm £82
The band returns after almost ten years. 
This time around, they will play re-imagined 
versions of tracks from their catalogue, as 
well as new songs from their forthcoming 
Reworked album.  Royal Albert Hall
www.royalalberthall.com

IMPERIAL LATES:
wINTER wONDERLAB
5 Dec 6pm-9pm Free
As the nights draw in, we celebrate 
the chillier side of science… from low-
temperature physics and the freezing cold 
of outer space, to Antarctic deserts and sub-
zero chemistry desserts.  A perfect evening’s 
entertainment for anyone with a curious 
mind.  Imperial College  www.imperial.ac.uk

wOMEN IN SCIENCE TOUR
5, 12 Dec 12:30pm-1:15pm Free
Join one of our volunteer-led tours to 
discover incredible stories of women 
scientists.  From well-known scientists to 
previously unrecognised female figures, 
discover how extraordinary women have 
defied the odds and changed the face of 
scientific exploration and innovation.
 www.sciencemuseum.org.uk

PRIX PICTET HOPE
Til 8 Dec Free
The world’s largest photography prize. Now 
in its eighth cycle, the theme for 2019’s 
prize is ‘Hope’.  Revealing how a mood of 
optimism can drive us towards change, the 
twelve shortlisted photographers have their 
work exhibited in the V&A’s Porter Gallery.

EXHIBITION: MAGALI LE HUCHE
Til 8 Dec Free
Following her residence in the footsteps of 
The Beatles in Liverpool and London, Magali 
le Huche presents original drawings and 
prints developed through her travels and 
research and fandom.  Le Huche lovingly 
captures the tremendous impact the Fab 
Four had on her teenage self.  Institut 
français.  www.institut-francais.org.uk
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HARLEM QUARTET AT THE RCM
9 Dec 7.30pm £5
The Harlem Quartet brings its authentic 
playing style to the RCM stage for a thrilling 
evening of classical and jazz works from all 
corners of the globe.  www.rcm.ac.uk

LUNCHTIME LECTURE: 
A VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS
11 Dec 1pm-1.45pm Free
The Victorians invented or perfected many 
of our Christmas traditions: Christmas cards, 
Christmas trees, and Christmas crackers can 
trace their popularity to the mid-nineteenth 
century.  Join Rebecca Mitchell, editor of 
Fashioning the Victorians, to explore the fads 
and fashions of the Victorian yuletide.
V&A  www.vam.ac.uk

OBOE MASTERCLASS wITH JACQUES TYS
13 Dec 2pm Tickets Free but required
Prince Consort Professor of Oboe, Jacques 
Tys is a renowned performer, teacher and 
laureate of several important international 
competitions.  We are delighted to welcome 
Tys back to the RCM for another insightful 
masterclass with top musicians from our 
Woodwind Faculty.  Royal College of Music

THE IMAGINATION STATION: 
CHRISTMAS 2019 AT THE V&A
28 - 30 Dec 10.30am-5pm Free
Visit The Imagination Station during 
Christmas holiday and build your own 
modular building by Waugh Thistleton 
Architects and add it to a new city.
www.vam.ac.uk

CHRISTMAS CHOIRS
Til 30 December 10am-5pm Free
Festive music fills our Grand Entrance this 
Christmas season.  Special recitals are taking 

place almost daily, performed by our friends 
and favourite choirs from London’s choral 
scene.  V&A  www.vam.ac.uk

JANUARY 2020 

ROYAL PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY: 
SCIENCE PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR
Til 5 Jan Free 10am-6pm Booking required
Bringing together science and art, this 
exhibition celebrates the wonders of the 
scientific world with everything from space 
to the human body with breathtaking 
images of science in action.  Science 
Museum.  www.sciencemuseum.org.uk

ORBIT: A JOURNEY AROUND EARTH IN 
REAL TIME
Til 5 January 2020 Free
Reflect on the beauty of our home planet 
from space in this film by Seán Doran with 
music by Phaeleh.  Natural History Museum
www.nhm.ac.uk

NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM ICE SKATING
Til 12 Jan 2020 10am-9pm Adults £12.65, 
Children from £8.80, Families from £39.60
Set against the backdrop of the Waterhouse 
building, the Ice Rink at the NHM is one of 
the most magical places to be this winter.
Natural History Museum.  www.nhm.ac.uk 

THE ART OF INNOVATION: FROM 
ENLIGHTENMENT TO DARK MATTER
Til 26 January 2020 10am-4pm Free booking 
required
The Art of Innovation explores the 
relationship between science and art over 
the past 250 years, and how it has helped 
to interpret, study and explore the world 
around us.  Science Museum
www.sciencemuseum.org.uk
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THURSDAY 28 NOVEMBER
9am to 12pm

Christmas Coffee Morning

SUNDAY 8 DECEMBER
11am  

All-age Carol Service
6pm  

Evening Carol Service

SUNDAY 15 DECEMBER
6.30pm  

Community Carols  
by Candlelight

TUESDAY 24 DECEMBER, 
CHRISTMAS EVE

3.30pm 
Crib Service

11.15pm  
Christmas Eve Communion

WEDNESDAY 25 DECEMBER, 
CHRISTMAS DAY

10.30am 
Christmas Day Service

www.christchurchkensington.com

Victoria Road, Kensington,  
London, W8 5RQ

Access is also available via the  
steps on Kynance Mews

Happy Christmas
A T  C H R I S T  C H U R C H  K E N S I N G T O N

H A V E  A  V E R Y
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www.sinclairgibson.com    020 7242 9700    mail@sinclairgibson.com

EXPERT LEGAL ADVICE FOR 
PRIVATE CLIENTS

Advising UK and international private clients on 
wealth planning, litigation and family law

Providing a layer of protection over you and your family 



TRAILFINDERS 
The UK’s No.1 Tour Operator

Your local travel centre – on your doorstep 
for nearly 50 years

• Voted Best Tour Operator by readers of The Times, 
The Sunday Times & The Sunday Times Travel Magazine

• Named Travel Brand of the Year by Which? Magazine

• Exclusive offers – only available from Trailfinders

• TF is ATOL protected and offers additional, unmatched 
financial protection with the Trailfinders Guarantee

Trailfinders is Trustpilot’s No.1 rated travel company
“Truly excellent: patient, friendly, helpful and a mine 

of knowledge, tips and advice.”

For award-winning holidays speak to the travel  
experts at 194 Kensington High Street

Tailormade Travel Worldwide  020 7368 1200 
Private Touring  020 7368 1500

Or visit our exclusive Premium Travel & Cruise Travel  
Centre at 215 Kensington High Street

Cruise Trailfinders  020 7368 1300
First & Business Class Travel  020 7368 1400

TRAVEL BRAND
OF THE YEAR


